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. | Practiced Iplicaions of the See ot Africern Svned

I 4.2 ANNUAL g7 PAUL LECTURE 2012 |

Every year, on the oceasion of the F

; . R, cast of the Conversion of St Paul the Apostle
(January 23). the National MlSSlonary Semi

nary of St. Paul (NAMISEM) holds one-day
special Lectures on a chosen theme. Thig program is called Annual Si. Paul Lecture. Its
theme, carchully chosen, is presented by leading cxperts. These Lecture is opened to both
the specialised and the general public -- scholars, students, and pastoral agents, clergy and
laity. Generally  well participated. the Annual St. Paul Lecture has become a famous
cevent that many people await for.

It is. morcover, the policy of the General Stafl Council, and the decision of the
liditorial Board of the APT 10 offer in printed form to the general public the main papers
or interventions.  whether in abridged or in integral version, presented on the occeasion of
the Annual St. Paul I.ccture.

Following the publication by Pope Benedict XVI of the Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation. Africac Munus the NAMISEM celebrated on January 21, 2012  another
edition of  the Annual St. Paul Lecturc. The general theme of this ycar’s cdition was:
Practical Implications of the Second Special Assembly for Aftica of the Synod of Bishops
in the light of increasing Intra -State Conflicts. The keynote address was given by Msgr.
Prol. Obiora Ike. Director, Catholic Institute for Development, Caritas, Justice and Pcace
(CIDIAP), li'nugu(Nigeria).  Incisive complementary papers were presented - by two
respondents:  Mrs Grace Osofodunrin, Directress of Justice, Development and Peace
Commission. Catholic Archdiocese of Abuja (Archdiocese of Abuja); and Rev. Dr.
Augustine Opar, MSP, theologian and Lecturer in mission theology at the National
Missionary Seminary of St. Paul, Abuja.

E The papers of Msgr, Obiora Ike, Mrs Grace Osofodurin and Rev.Dr. Augustine
- Jgar. MSP. follow: '

. Al U
APT 2 ( Junu, 2012) 268 - 267© by Tho Mational Missionary Sominary of S1 Paul, Gwagwaladn, Abuja, AN reseever
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1 THE SECOND SPECIAL ASSEMBLY
](V)H(_)D(% IN THE LIGHT OF
(. CONFLICTS

PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS ¢

FOR AFRICA OF TIIE SYNOD Ol" 1]5'
INCREASING INTRA-STA

Prof. Obiora I, lke

¢ Institute for Development.

ector. Catholi . Py
Lreehs (CIDJAP), Enugu, Nigeria

Justice, Peace and Caritas

Section One
Expanding the Challenges
Permit me (o begin

and Scope of Reflection ’ ‘
this Iecture with 2 critical appral.sal and‘ovc':rwcw of the Firg
Synod of Bishops on Africa held in 1994 on the theme nf, ,“I: Var'r.gell.s'al'mrf and renewal of
the Church in Africa: You shall he my wilnesses (Acts]:8)”. 1 desire 10 pr(‘md the scope of
the current presentation with a critical historical'f()CUf; on 1hc' [_)rf:paralmn. implementation,
reception. shortfalls and challenges of the First Synod. This would 'oﬂ"cr a cursory
background. understanding and appreciation of the efforts made at the §cco‘nd 'Syn‘od of
2009 (fificen years after the first, which theme was “the Church in Africa in Service of
Justice Peace and Reconciliation: You arc the light of the world, You arc the salt of the
carth™ the lessons lcarnt and progress made: the impact created and current challenges
facing Africa in view of the many problems of humanity at this time. and there arc indeed

many problems,

At the First Africa Synod in 1994 in Rome, Hyacinth Cardinal Thiandoum in
delivering the Relatio ante Disceptationem said of Africa and its many challenges and
problems: “In a continen! full of bad news, how is the Christian message good news for
our people? Where lies the hope and optimism which the Gospel brings”? (Thiandoum. I
RAD. nr 2. 1994). The Blessed Pope John Paul II himself in rendering the Apostolic
Exhortation “Ecclesia in Africa” following the First Synod, found similar words 10
describe the challenges on the on the continent when he said: “Africa is a continent where
countless human beings — men and women, children and young persons — are lying, as i
were, on the edge of the road, sick, injured, disabled, marginalised and abandoned. They
ar_e_in dire need of the good Samaritan who will come (o their aid” (JP 11, Ecclesia in
Africa, nr. 41). What has happened since that First Synod? Did the situation improve?

. I'he Rev. Fr. Raymond Aina had in an earlier reflection in the African Ecclesial
Review shared thought on these issues in his inquiries thus:

l.)n. w‘!i fcally need another Synod devoted to us in Rome? How many of our people have

;:‘:? rc:ié“:'nr "anc'! 'ap;‘urupnalcd the first African Synod? Theologically, one speaks of

the first p/;""i _ or e ( ,hu'rf)hfvcnl/ducumcnl.Ilow many of our people have “received”
st “African Synod"? The first African Synod remains for many. a fundamental ‘
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racheal Imptie arons of ihe

event in the life of the Roman ¢
A kit kan Ju l'abe Rb'ong " -
Svrod s a “hot SOup” that we

Second Afrtecan Svnond

‘a. And us 1) 1e s
e docs not hyrpiodi. 1 " the Yoruha people suy,

a hot Soup”. The I irsy Africa

iy nourishment, aroma an ( Lspace so thay we can soak jn

nergy: !

his. among other compelling reggong would be
anderstanding. Know lcdgL: and our spirity
e second. The theme of evangelisation
hroad themes off ].)rmjlanmlion. l)ialoguc, Incullura(iom Justic
Social (,omnmmculmn_ would pe CXpanded in the
seripturally and theologically with an intey
major but very relevant topics, namely:
Reconciliation and Peace - Yoy are the salt

the re;
al Perception of (he Afr
which wag discussed in

150n 10 deepen thought,
ica Synods, (he first and
the first Synod under the
¢ and peace and the means of
: Second Synod, S0¢io-pastorally.
151ly of know]cdgc and depth in one of jis five
“The Church iy Africa in service 1, Justice
of the earth yp,, are the light of the Worly

|. Qur mandate to preach the goog NEWs and transform the world
As responsible members of the Catholjc Church of our country, it is important to

| share our faith and strong hope in witnessing to what the good [.ord has done and
| continues to do for the Church In our continent and for the Afric

We saw our nation in the last

Seaths of many compatriots: ¢conomic sabotage and fyc] scarci ' / i 5

- ¢ vIng costs of pcoples: the hardship and insceurity posed to peoples personal and
¢ ollective ives: the infliction of the consequences of corruption on the poor; the
¢ reakdown of Jaw and order: the lack of statistics in government ministries; the horrendous
¢ "s-povernance of g3 people by its leaders: religious fanaticism occasjoned by an
} imorphous group known as Boko Iaram; labour unions strikes and civil socicty calls to
¢ \igerians 1o stand up for their rights and insist on a better deal founded on the right order
o doing things.

As we write. the atmosphere seems to have relaxed but the origins of the probltjn_h?‘
ﬁf‘;"’»c not been solved. Somchow, in my humble estimation, we have on‘ly sh.clvcd g'm ;“Sli
ad jys potential negative conscquences. But for the special grace of almighty God. we
1*2uld be ingq greater turmoil, hardship and anarchy now.

or {ocusi > of in society. the
{ this explains one of the reasons for focusing on the role of Chur.ch in socict, 4
v | { : “hurch for radical and drastic change in the
'Ece of the Social Teaching of the Church for i DRt ke ) B
eiences and lifestyles of people; the demand for uccnunlabllll)k or the P mmi(;mv
~Merge: (he nccd fnr-cducalion towards sclf reliance and lhlc importance mis: )
Neneg T . » Gospel.

eness i (he local Church of Nigeria in the light of the Gosp

» upeestivis.® AFER 49 Q0073 161
) "4 Ol . ri s Lincamenta Questions and Suggestins.® AFER 49 :
Musesan Amna "The Second Synod for Africa and its 11 .

IERESS——-
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man who obeyed the voice of the l,o_rd. under whose
alada is named. we desire 1o gIVe Our response
to the call of the Toly Spirit to us who arc responsible agents “urkhl_ng .mlhin the
institutions of the "Ifcc'fﬁ.s’fﬂ " to heal the wounds and tackle lh‘_l Ch_ilf”f-'n‘;-it‘-b poscd on our
country and continent by horrendous poverty. senscless “"d_TS- tribalism gnd L"-hn_ﬂf-‘ﬂj'.r: s
relieious intolerance and fanaticism. injustices and con[}lcls at all levels. Iackh of good
gmhm'umcc imposcd through dictatorships. unfair in{cmatlonal trade. the oppression Q_
hlack racce In international discoursc and the negatve consequences of globalization,

violence and inhumanity worldwide.

| ike the great Apostle daul, @
heavenly patronage this seminary at Gwagw

orld that is divided and full of hatred_ like
d liberating message of the Gospel. thw
him in Spirit and in truth” (John

We desire Lo preach universal Love inaw
the prophets of old. belicving in the powerful an
“Cod is love and those who worship Him mus! worship
3).

Church which traverses a worid
lities 10 conscience, compassion

damental questions of life and

This truth is found in the living traditions of _thc
full of contradictions by calling on people of all nationa

and creative action. Al a {ime when humanity faces fun
death. of lack of mcaning and disorientation of values. of war and pcace. abuse of the
environment and the scandal of poverty in the midst of plenty. a world that has grown
complex in technical. social. cconomic and political sophistication. answers that arc
sustainable arc sort and humanity [aces difficult challenges {inding thesc answers.

l'or us who arc Christians, our faith encourages us to live on hope and courage
because our God is near. Our faith tells us never to give up but to calm down in the midst
of difficult challenges and believe God in whose name we live and move and have our

heing (St Paul).

( )ur‘ faith makes us to bow down in prayer and adoration because God answers our
prayers. Faith is a gift and its call helps us to look up to the mountains from where our helip
comes and o stand up with prophetic courage. armed with cthical. moral and spiritual
sts_’cnglh to give hope, serve those in need, pursue peace, defend life, dignity and the rights
of afll pcqplf:s :';md maintain a fundamental option for the poor and !the most vulnerable &
saciety. I'his 1s a call that is deeply biblical as found in the life and example of the
incarnate Vx_/‘ord himself, Jesus Christ, who came “that all may have life un;i have il moT¢
abundanily” (John 10:10). This social mission is inspired b 4 T ‘ s (AN
5: 24): shaped by Catholic Social Thought 1spired by the passion for .lu.?tu.L 8 e
reality. ght and lived by the people of God in ¢venyss

Pope John s d S bt ¥ .
P XXII wrote in his Social Encyclical Mater et Magisird that 1

“Church owes the , :
hurch owes the world the duty not only of preaching the Gospel and Social Thought. hud
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Nocial Action™ (Nr. 33). Thie o T :
90 Oy % . s Bears (1‘1\"[11 ‘3")\‘ Phis explaing partly the interventjons the Catholic Churel
g SR U : '”/ ; i ;L Apostles at eacly 48¢ and circumstance 1o respond 1o the
oy of he Limes 4 2 (irie 1 3 i ol .
signs of [ Times in the Light of the Gospel (Gaudium o Spes. no. ) by working for peace

and justice, freedom and teconeiliation and (g Festore the image of (o in all humanity

2. Resonating the Special Assembl

Y for Africa of the Sy
1994) ' '

nod of Bishops (Africa Synod,

Ihe Church which is ip Alrica celebrated with joy and hope its faith in the rises
Christ during the four weeks of the Special Assembly for Africa of the Synod o;‘
Bishops. Memories of this event are still fresh in the mind of the whole F)::clcsiaf
Community. Faithful to the tradition of the first centuries of Chris[ianily inJAfrica
the pastors of this continent. in communion with {he successor of the Apostle Pclc;
and members of the Lipiscopal College from other parts of the world, held o Synod

which was intended to be an occasion of hope and resurrection, at the very inoment
when human events seemed (o be tempting Africa to discouragement and dcsl:;air”.2

With these words, the great and beloved Pope John Pay] IT of blessed memory gave
back to Africa on African soil in Yaounde Cameroun, (at the feast of the triumph of the
loly Cross. on September 1995 ) what Black Bishops and Irepresentatives of the Church of
Alrica went o Furope 10 discuss in Rome. the Vatican from 10th April 1994 until 8th
May. 1994. Pope John Paul was so optimistic of his vision for Africa and belicl in her
people and destiny when he added: “indeed, this continent is today experiencing what e
can call a sign of the times, an acceptable time, a day of salvation. I seems that the hour
of Africa has come. a favourable time which urgently invites Christ s messengers 1o launch
out into the deep and 1o cast their nets Jor a deep caich” (Iuke 5:4: EIA. no. 6).
Continuing his tour to Kenya. on the hill of the Resurrcction Garden Complex in a country
setting outside Nairobi on 16th September 1995, the Holy Father announced In clear words
to the multitude of pilgrims: “The Synod has just begun"

No other event or activity affecting the lifc of the Church in entire Alrica since the
me of the historical Jesus has had such an impact. interest. worldwide attention and
ospect as the Africa Synod of 1994 in Rome did. For over four weeks, Africa remained at

2 e positive centre of the media, standing tall to be acknowledged, respected and looked
“Pon as the “furyre of Christianity worldwide ",

In their own concluding message to the world. the Church and to the Afvican

. . i e ity AQOT A IAVE §

Hoples whom they shepherd, the Synod Fathers in a 71 point Nunfius SMLSS‘:’gL)?}‘? e a

OMMUNiqu (hat announced with profound significance the event as a “Synod of Hope ™,
| mod of he Resurrection”, saying with full encouragement.

8 Stk p.. , . Seclesia in Africa,no |
Paul 1) Past Sy nodent Apostolic Exhortation  Ecelesia in Africa

B —
e AT
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At this very time when much of fratricidal hate inspired ‘hy political interests is
' nternational debl and currency

, \ . Y s hurde the i

tearing us peoples apart, when the burden of . ] ity durd
devaluation is crushing them, we, the Bishops of Afr 1ca, ’”fw"'”"“” w{’f “ﬁ ’Z"
participants in this holy Synod, united with the Holy Father and wilth dail’ the

hrothers in the Lpiscopale whao elected us, we want (o sdy d ‘f“'”"d "?{ ”’I"P(’ and
encouragement (0 yol, Family of God in Africa, (o you, the Family of God all over

the world: Christ our Hope is alive; we shall live.

aul V1. “Africa is the new fatherland for Christ” and “ouy

With the words of P .
ksgiving o the living God for the greal gift of the

whole being cries with joy and than
Synod” (Nuntius. no.3).

imism on the 1994 Africa Synod?

first ever Africa Synod in Rome in 1994 raised
clse could people in need and want expect for in
their scarch for meaning and the truth which the Church represents? Despite all
modernization and colonial tendencics and attempts and the crosion of African culturc and
traditional institutions in some aspects. there is still to be observed, that all over the
continent. there exists a generally deep desire for the religious content and an admiration
for the services rendered by the Church and missionary groups and the place of Jesus

Christ amongst believers.

3. Why this great hope and opt
There is no doubt that the
expectations. enthusiasm and hope. What

Yet onc asks whether the Synod participants were 100 optimistic of what they had
achicved or were they realistic in the title they chose? Was the “Hope” referred to that of
the Church in Africa or of the African continent as a whole or of both? Did the hope refer
to the experience gained by he Synod delegates, the final document awaited, the
implementation of the message to come or {0 an expectation of another African Council
which was the initial clamour of the theologians, starting from the colloquium of 1977 in
Abidjan. Cote ID*Voire on the theme of “Black Civilisation and the Catholic Church”
when Jesuit priest Fabian Eboussi Boulaga suggested an African Council as the only way
of getting the Church rooted in Africa, which suggestion was accepted as the Conference
Reconsmendation and eventually finding its way into the SECAM, EATWOT and the
pontifical Agenda for Africa?

No onc would doubt the basis of this hope, the cuphoria and the developments in
the world at this time. Worldwide in the late 1980,s into the decade thereafter until the
Twin Towers in new York became object of terrorist invasion in year 2001, there Was a
sense of newness a'nd rebirth following the fall of the communist era, the growth © -
democracies in various countries, the successful democratic elections in Rwanda ant
clscwh(?rc..lhc expectations on the new millennium the much talked of magic year 2000
and its jubilee sentiments. More so, the fact that apartheid as a political ideology had oot

' special Synod of ishops for Africa, “Message of the Synod,” May 6, 1994, no. 2
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gismantled at this time (early 1990) ypq President Ne
.. alter over two decades in S y

rison after o :\li:]\] :md?\ld% mibloulh Africa to be sworn in as a black President of (hat

great U«“‘"“-‘i‘_ s plnle ‘.“"‘rd‘l“‘( M A& spint of reconciliation and overwhelming spiritual

greatness. ending violence and speculations of wag i South Africa while the Synod lasted

['he reasons for hope were realistic and touchable, thus, the Synod of Hope had a definite
pistorical setting on the global scene.

Ison Mandela had Just emerged from

4.) Critical overview and challenges
|nadequate participation

1 sha_!] show in this paper with a few examples how some inadequacies emerged
around the first Synod of 1994 Furthermore, | shall show that the Sccond Synod of 2009

showed remarkable improvement both ip the preparation and in the efforts towards
implementation. ‘

of certain aspects of the First Africa Synod -

Around the middle of May 1994, | was visiting one of the local seminarics in
\igeria on a pastoral function. I still remember a lively discussion with the rector of the
seminary on the various pastoral initiatives going on in the diocese and the hope that the
ongoing Africa Synod would give to these initiatives. [t was rather surprising and baffling
for me to respond to a question this priest had asked: “Father, when will this Africa Synod
ake place? Wil it still hold in Rome as I overheard someone say last time? " Little did he
know that the event had already ended a week earlicr and the participants back to their
various countries. One may wish to doubt the veracity of this story. However, it is not just
a live event. it docs represent in a broad sense. the general ignorance among many lay
faithful. catechists. priests and some young people concerning the questions and roll out of

that very important event.

This is not to underscore the magnificent good and hard work done over the years

a the preparatory stages by the competent authorities both in Africa and in the Vatican

following the announcement by the Holy Father in January 1989 that there would be a
- Synod for Africa in 1994, a good five years time for preparation,

Father John Waliggo. a son of Africa and theologian from Uganda has commented
. on this saying:

It nceds to be said and loudly too, that the preparation of lhc‘ Synod, despite
affirmations to the contrary, was inadequate. It failed to actively mvplvu the very
people who make up the Church in Africa, namely the laity. Yet, the impact of the

Synod depended on their active participation,

y L d X Pirssel " B v - 1! 5
Iu John Waliggo, * e Synod of Hope at a Time of Africa’s Crisis, v in Towards an brdigenous feican Churoh, eds. Oblora e ef o
B e e s 2 of ¢ ;

“2u: Cidjap Publishers 1996 ), 37.
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in Upanda where of the 16 dioceses in
He pives examples ol a factual study in 1 ting that they were but purg)y
country, memoranda was reecived from 13 LI'IUCCM‘».H :;‘.L /j‘m'um(’nlt-' M by H,i
lechnical responses to the questionnaire ccvu\(zlll\CLl.'lll B c',‘g | e e
pastoral coordinators and pastors in charge ,\\vl!ll a lew € P s )0 fioss, i
to guide them on the desk in those dioceses w1.ll| filing -”.K"r.:;;?w o ol i-mhl,
not involve a people’s movement and orientation t!ml l.'S 'lmi .‘“ g eten In k yand?,
Waliggo mentions that of the several Catholic institutes dn(' rc‘f"kl -‘ b "E: a.
only 2 major seminarics submitted memoranda, alongside association ') | g [: _\'ﬂmq\.
brothers of the Christian Instruction and at the very !usl nmrncnl:‘d‘%ﬂrﬂal”l ‘.’ _(:dlhullt
Youth.® When we talk of involving the people of God in the PT-(FCS-"“ FL”‘“" y \]h- do not
mean to limit ourselves to Bishops, pricsts and perhaps l.hC religious. The people of Gog
include all the baptised and all men and women in our socicty.

If the family is the domestic Church. and the most basic unit of the Church, it is
therefore here that the entire process should have begun and _mOVCd upwards towards the
diocesan, national, regional and continental levels. The Catholic Ch_urch stands ab(.)\"e other
institutions as the best in class of organizational structurcs. It did not fully utilize this
quality of mass mobilization in the First Africa Synod.

The myriads of catechists. academics, scholars, medical professionals and other
professionals. women. scminarians, monks, traders, non-Catholics on the ecumenical
dimension, youth, various movements and associations, the workers, children, rural
farmers. urban poor. refugees, the sick, old people, priests in there manifold organized
associations, many indigcnous religious congregations, the civil society, the State and its

organs to mention but a few were not empowered enough to speak out their deep-feh
scntiments, views and positions.

‘The facts on ground show (and this represents the gencral level of the people of
Africa), that despite all efforts, there still existed lack of adequate information flow.
general ignorance, a hijack by the experts, a certain apathy, non-involvement and other
socio-political and cultural factors, cconomic crisis in some cases, wars in other arcas. lack
of material and its translation in the local vernacular for people to read. actions which pese

certain problems for an African milicu known for openness, sharing, “palaver™ and the ant
of consensus building and sharing in any dialoguc.

The Church as Family of God on Mission - is the model and theolosy of the First
Africa Synod " |
Any Synod in the future must work hard to overcome lack of involvement of 2l
stakcholders, cspccially_on the level of the local Churches where the actual action !.Lké’i‘-."'
place in its implementation. It should be seen as a great omission if this event did not ghve

* thid
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Church is not simply the lliornrchy:
j) The * tanding of the notion of Chygel,
(he un%ﬁ (mlcd and gain ground iy many placeg including Nigeria, M
e to h{t [:‘ of the Bishops Conferenee ol Nigeria throy
bgriic}lldf Family of God on Mission™ (2002) s ye
Njgertd a] pastoral agents continue 1o (yke place but (he results are far from cxpected.
many P”Cd } ys and constantly the notjop of the Church g the hicrarchy. We must changc
[herc 18 ﬂl'f‘ J'I .m‘)lion of Church to Church as Communion, 4 people of God in which cvery
‘A“‘mad]m;:abolll rights and dutics, including actjye involvement i what goes on in the
member has

hich the Synod actually noted jip its Communiqué and the Holy Father
Church. .
cmphasised.

The Second v

atican Coyy
as family of God. Thig theologi

cil strengthened
cal orientation js

any local ¢fforrs
gh itg document: “Church in

Lto be fully entrenched. Some efforgs of

icipation of the Laity is critical: The activ‘e role of the
: Pa}:m::gd through encouraging participation of cach and cve
A an = 2 T
:sgﬁcation of issues to be discussed
ide

o cratization,
' We nced to strengthen all structures and institutions for demo

i scnsc. .5 & e matters.

Afmi?ation and deliberations within the Church. Everyone

consu

. i tion casy: The coincidcncc.ot 1.hc A}nf:a
N Buil(!mg makcrslts“ﬁlp:z;;nft‘ffrican countrics at the same 3:\;}0:5[11?:2:3]‘
o dc{n-()cralllatlon c;‘(,icrcccivc hundreds of thousand,S Ofmc-n;lmémfo‘r the various
b Cfv'll o o willE r matters the policy exccutives V;'IS :l:)abwc. one would
Y peoples opinion on whalcv-c Nigeria, Uganda, South Africa, Zin e 6 he Somod
“aional constitutions such as in k bg i CHUENH T Fadalve peoples Opmccm it Thise of
kot priong- s ch USCd iszucs are crucial, important and cc

“Sues. more so. that these yno

Pople in g very lundamental way.

, "8 and Common
The wisdom ol our ancestors ar
. ege o .1 » s
‘ icipati sibility:
v, Paﬂlﬂpatmn mcans co-respon
R‘

e part of and
- in things they were pe
ple participate better in thing
¢ ofien (eaches us that peo

ving for a longer time.
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therefore keep the agenda going selves responsible.
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reasons why such actions should be pursued in the

s . lirst place, One hay (g bey
convincing explanations on why they had been e

: Hn
It out in the preparation itself " With

v) Process is Progress: Last but not the least, there
process such as the Synod if we want res
Rome and in various Alrican countrics may have scen and identified lhcnrclicully with 1l
\\'i_schiom. Involving people however means putting financial resources mulz- -!.lm
¢quipment and logistics at their disposal, This is the crux of the matter ag mz;ny di(‘;:ljl-l.‘f
are poor and cannot even afford to pay their employees upon whom they expect vnlunkl.\ K
services. Poverty becomes part of the problem of logistics. Someone would haye |(,d;,y.
cmployed as [ull time animator in some dioceses to travel round with a car and po I'mn:

parish 1o parish doing this work. It means the purchasc of a vehicle and cnough finangig|

resources for the books, its translations into the loc:

al languages and the required
correspondences. Because many dioceses do not consider this a priority or there is really

actual lack of funds, theory is not marched by action.

Is wisdom in involving

S People jp .
il progress, Definitely, the Synod (' PIC in 4

MMitice

4 (b) The Mecthodology

In Today’s sociocconomic and ccclesial reality, the methodology for any major endeavour
such as the first Alrica Synod is as important as the content and event itsell. “I'his is so
because the methodology used in an centerprise affects the outcome and results. Paulo
I'reire’s methodology and pedagogy of education was cllective in Latin America towards
pcople oriented mobilisation and cducation. Methodologics can be developed which assist
even children through drama and illiterates to be involved and contribute to such an
important process as the Synod. A theme such as reconciliation, conflict, justice and peace
is not something reserved for experts. It could be approached with an encompassing
mcthodology so that all are involved and are cager to sec that the implementation and
reception is positively concluded. [Maving noted these and it does scem that the S'ccxmt!
Synod actually did. we shall still mention some five arcas observed hereunder in the
methodology adopted by the first Africa Synod, whether willingly or unwillingly.

i) Firstly. most bishop-delegates came with prepared and written inter 'enliuus_i ll:l\r::
were not printed and offered to all before the Synod. The first two weeks were for h:.lumj-,\

to these interventions, often found to be repetitive. The logistics for a delegate to njt‘itmi
his alrcady prepared written intervention or to come out with an entircly new one \\’iil\tmm =
foreseen and indeed inadequate. Thus instead of cach delegate who made an \mc‘ri}:; el
on a topic such as Dialogue for example adding onto what others have sm,r{ l[wl.(‘nr;iﬁ%v'.
would simply repeat the same points written down, New ideas are not added. ! ol
ahcad becomes cumbersome. :
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P celebration of the Iloly Mass which was. aired fully by the
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—/”' \ ke Py, teal Tmpity, ANt of the Se¢omd Afrtram

. gecondly. by summarising (e themes of the
3')‘0--""“ and all t‘nl'ompassing a8 they .
'mel:cmcrs were already tele-guideq 1 nt)Io
ft:,m'il.\' and ingenuity rather diflicyly, livan
L:d ccclesiological validity thay jy cannot sip
:\-cn wl_acﬂf the [1‘13111(){11‘!1:1(1' nul.inlcndcd o ignore the discussion on (he

o mpclisation. .].‘\.dngu ~1:~.almn _mcludcs: Proclamatjon (ker).z;‘:mu)' 'L- Vi 'V'ny 1'hcmc' >
o (martiria). worship (leiturgia); building Community 11;1(1 «;(;lild(:rYlM k(/)’“’w”"";
concerns all_ _humun endeavour ang Permeates all facets of life, be ll}:lcy : ‘I{{]?()nf(l)" "
i spiritual. moral and therefore cthical; culturg] and thus c;luculionZI‘r(r:nl),i’ill(i)::l :?‘3

henee im-olvm_g the cconpnﬂc: physical which is {hen linked and extends into th
cavironmental, just to mention but a few, e e

Sptrnf

fe. ?il:::(l ;lmlcr only five suhb
. llmnic' ] ree dlscusslnn‘wm stifled s
- iqt:ur‘lpnllcrr-x. mnk:pg innovation.
||5] e such an ucu.m of _rlch theological

1y be straight-jacketed Into five sub-themes.

- themes,

liverything is cvangclisation Properly understood because he incarnatc Word
Jesires to reconcile all things unto himself for the glory of God and the salvation of entire
creation. To consider the theme of ¢vangelisation, ong sways into the arena of family
community, clan. the cthnic group, village and the nation ang extending 1o the entire
human family of nations. Lvangelisation includes the message, the pastoral methods and

nceds, the animating theologies, the interaction, the special situations and the vision for the

lvangelisation means concrete plans and strategics to share the Good news of
Christ with children, youth: adults, men and women, the old and the sick, physically
challenged and disabled people, workers and the uncmployed, leaders and their followers.
politicians and profcssionals, the poor, displaced pcople, prisoners and relugees, rural
farmers and urban dwellers, the academia and scholars. Others include clergy and
religious. even prophets and persons of other Christian belicfs cxiending to traditional
worshippers, Muslims, and non believers.*In summary, Livangelisation is all embracing. To
smply reduce it to five sub-themes ahecad of the debate and contributions of the
participants and in the absence of a free general discussion of the theme does very much
alfect the content and conclusions of the Synod itself. It is limiting an occan,

. Thirdly, Synod such as the Special Assembly of the Bisht.)ps 'ojl' Africa in l?‘):l cl~id
10t deserve 100 much shrouding in secrecy or be closed in. The theme of Social
3"mmunicali0ns was onc of the suh-themes, but despite the advertisement and attention
which (he mass media gave to this great African event, the media were oflen shut out of tl.\c
deliberaions and were rather given a daily press bricfing Sl‘lmllmnscd !1)’ Scnllc(‘)r\uflf:uf

fded over 19 (hem to announce. The media were not in the dclm‘l's ‘und‘m‘u:ml :,
MoWledpe of (he actual events to report on the mood, tension, enthusiasm, emotions,

: ’ axcept tor the
: gl U - sre often shut out of the Aula exeey
debates and participation, They were ol media, A deeper
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parl?cipz\linn of the media and diteet reporting on {he cvents wnul(l’h;wc‘ L;l"]hd‘llf,ul the
participation of many who may not have been in the Synod {full. People ‘]q'w ";]-‘.hm
hands, the conclusions, communiqué and sttements. But what was the ,mmr’(lhl«nﬁ~ ich it
was said? This would have given a great impetus {0 thosc al home to be part ¢ cvenl

iv) Fourthly, time was too short to digest the entire Synod process. Unlike 'h‘f good
models and examples of various Councils in the Church puruculurly the Sccond
licumenical Council (Vatican 11) which broke into several sessions, zmd‘ hr'ca'ks over ey
and a hall years. the Africa Synod. the first in 2000 years of Christianily Wwas a
straightforward cvent, time-framed to begin and just end like that. without an intervention
for the participants to go home, share their experiences with their pcoplc at home, organisc
debates and return back to the Aula for the process and the conclusions.

The First Africa Synod was a straight event that had an opening and a clgsc. all
within a specific time and date of about four weeks (opening [1th April and ending 8th
May). such that some bishops were alrcady weary ol Rome, the food. the accommodation.
the lack of usual comfort at home, many werc cager {o return to their home dioceses sooncr
to carry on their pastoral and official duties. If the Synod had been broken into phases.
pcople would have refreshed their thoughts, consulted mor¢ widcly at home. shared their
opinions and dialogued further with their people towards a broader based consensus. They
would have returned to the final sessions with determination to do a beticr and more lasting
contribution. Besides, one may not have held all the Session in Rome as some rcgions may
have continued the dialogue on those regional or national platforms where palaver is
possible in freedom and usual atmosphere, but with decisions taken coming Irom the heart.

head and soul.

v) Finally and fifthly, the negative attitude meted out to theologians of the SEDOS

groups who did the supportive work of engaging the press, the larger society and the

academia while the Synod lasted was not necessary. African cultural values are indeed

open and all inclusive and any person or group who has a positive contribution to make fot

the success of a dialoguc or enterprise was oflen welcome. Cola nut was never denied
anybody just because he or she did not belong. Once present during the breaking, the
person participated as is found in Igbo culture. This corresponds to the theology of Church

as family which the Synod desired to develop deeper. How could a group ochpcrts and -
theologians for that matter be considered unwelcome for an event where they had spcu{
their lives urging and pushing for its implementation and practice. T i

I'he example of the Vatican 1 is best understood il one knows that the u,@xggi‘mﬁ*
were the key actors who assisted the bishops in the intensification (;t‘ the e 1ir?;~{ d‘c\ﬂii:
and sharpness surrounding the topics of that great kairotic ovetit As we L‘q‘ l';n-ém,{h{,
phase of the Synod. it is nccessary 10 develop attitudes Wl\i’clizépprfcc‘iz;lc r;‘:izﬁx?nmd ihe
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4 (c) Social Analysis of Church and Society

Peace on the continent and in clans, families and nations continues to bother on the |
- oollective existence of the social group. It is relevant, urgent and existential.

- 4(d). Composition of the Synod

| The current trend in ecclesial and social affairs also peddled by the belief in

- democracy s the promotion of inclusive, not exclusive strategics. With all good will and
Understanding, people have commented that majority of the Synod participants were

" ?BiShOPS and Roman officials, with a few priests, theologians and r‘egxonal‘ represcntatives |

- 9 Episcopal bodics. These were often clected or appointed by virtue ol the posts they 1

- cupy. One wonders how the attendance of some lay faithful (Catechists) who were nuf |

- clected by their groups but were simply appointed to attend would be Emdc_rsl.cl{o‘q m i

- "Presentagive of the group of Catechists for example. The same could be said of religious

- Ogregations, |

!
=
2]
-

¢
r

. . ssent in an cvent that
“ How come that many local congregations were thp:‘ ?;?&:rt::!if:nul religious
- Meerned their continent and the practice of faith in it. bu al .
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lon - Implementation
S The positive contributions of the fiest Afrien Synod Imy N and
Reception
) ; ' ‘vt " ’ e (o
Ihe theme of Chureh as Family of God s relevant for Africa and a ;i{“md Mo A for
¥ ' ] Y I. -4 b ‘l g ; ‘ '/’ f
the world of today. The theme of Bvanpelisation is crucial to the essence of our mission
everything has to be imbued with the light of the Gospel.

] 1 gy o ' ¢ ; 2 s P
Proclamation - Jesus Christ remains the complete and true man fﬂf'-l” peoples and
for all ages. We must make him relevant as a man for this time and for all times.

Inculturation - A fuith that is not inculturated is a faith that is not received
Inculturation is un ngenda and this is the beginning of Alrica’s cultural rebirth.

Dinlogue - Building bridges with entire humanity through dialogue is the sure path
o peace, a need that Nigerin as other countries could cherish and learn from

Justice and Peace - 11 there is no justice, there shall be no peace. Linking
Globalization to African sell determination is a clarion call as the impact of global
trade and unfair international business continues to impoverish the continent
Fmpowerment programmes for women youth and men are necessary. Placing the
poor at the centre of our ministry is a socio=pastoral challenge. Good governance
and the promotion o' development leadership is a key to the progress of African
nations; The involvement of the Church in public afTairs is an essential dimension
of the Gospel; The promotion of Catholic Social ‘Teaching (CST) in schools and
seminaries is an urgent intervention including the sctting up centres of CST
various Alrican countries as the CIDJATD model tries (o take the lead: This inchudes
further action in inter African networking: the expansion of the  Aflrican Peer
Mechanism (APRM): and an appeal to the rest of the world especially Europe, Asia
and the USA to allow Africa be its identity and soul without remoulding Africa i
any other continents image or likeness, :

Means of Communication- preaching the Good News needs education of the
media and its personnel, Lvery modern means of communication is useful and the
Church must go into the mass medin and evangelise it This can be done 1l;rnglgb'.‘f
the training of personnel and local capacity with investments in the methods and -
means of social communication so that they become veritable tools for the “’“Tk ol
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The packground: The Second Special Assembly of (he Synod

. . . ) "' ‘ 5 ; i
y00 and was presided over by His Holiness (”Hshnps held in the vl
X

. [’ [ * - o
I person, Pope Benedict Xy, or ik b

. e A i The Hof Father took passionare
erest in the dthhudll.o‘ns. ?lfltcncg callgfully 51nd attended including intcrvcning a)t, times ,," n’l:vm;jmmu,
contributions on the topics as 1Cy developed. The Second Synod on Africa and s nrpan.isam%n 'le;‘ ﬁp*n

- X upon

iself 1o reflect on one ot lhlc very vital and rch?vanl topics affecting the human family and the Afri
continent in particular, namely the theme of Justice, Pcace angd Rcconciliation On 19th Novemnber 2;:laln
¥ ; i g s

dict himself came to Cotonoy ip Benin Republi i
Pape Bcnc“ BUEE L . : Pudblic of West Africa Lo present the post § z
Apostolic I:xhortatlolil A{RICI'AE /li]lUlNU to the peoples of the world and of Africa in particEl(:r s
5 i : te theology into past | acti idi ical indicat:

The Exhortation secks to rans al logy pastoral action, providing clear and

the activity of the Church in the immediate future, - ; N o e

ome of age, so Pope
er of its own contributions, not only to the

kxhortation which serve the practical applications and implications demanded of this
lecture as the Church offers its services to Intra- State conflicts and divisions within the
fuman family and in the community of persons. The recent events of fuel increases in
Nigeria were a test case of the Church mediating role in crisis,

2, The reality of Broken Communitics, States and Economies: No on¢ with
“lough knowledge of the needs of humanity and the African continent at this time would
doubt the prophetic wisdom and theological depth of the Church in mnkn‘ng the theme of
e Second Plenary Assembly on Justice Reconciliation and Pca.cc one 91 urgency and i
“d of deliberation by the sons and daughters of the continent. Lvents e i
- Specially (he tumult in the whole of North America with the bubble-burst of the su‘bpr.uml'
- 21omy and the failure of capitalism including the banking scctor and the lem_lk,d hll(\-\\‘-\\
1!131 what matgere d most was not Gold but God, In late 2009, Just‘lmmmimlc‘l) aller ll\a:
- Sim0d, seqn dals of the cvils of capitalism (greed, materialism, ¢goism and [.;t."ldi)lf‘;;::‘:":
: :'ep “Ieussiong Manifested in countries of the West, ”“’,Hw u"'d t}.“; Sn-l:th;‘-l :“‘l‘lﬂdm\:‘n em;i
= Msolvencies increased at an alarming rate. Institutions lhuh:]'::;ltn::: :::: nt l'r:nu wnilla -
| posrlr’l’blﬁd s simple package of pie and B()wrtlrlllgal ls"?:;;c:Ll‘mhhc;;icd in “Centessimus
»Unsure of what to do. Pope John Paul Il had ci "
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Annus™ (1991) the end of capitalism and called for 4 Social Markel Fconomy which
guaranteed safety nets for all. 1le pleaded for an inclusive, not exclusive economic 'f‘gcf‘da
as propelled by capitalism but did not receive enough listening car. With the PUbhca“_On
ol “Caritas in Veritate™ by Pope Benedict in year 1008, the same message was carried
through to a world audience that was both deal and dumb. The crash of the economy made
the alert real and people ran into panic. Job losses. failed States, ballc.d banks, the crash of
the Stock Ixchange. unnecessary wars, panic in the market, insccurity and the need and
scarch by many of a better solution and sustainable future. The Synod theme was both
adequate and exact in its scope, measures and depth.

3. Breakdown of States and Governance Structures: In Africa, the problems dealt
big blows to dictatorships often described as the Arab Spring which started in Tunisia. In
cssence. it was the search for Justice, reconciliation and peace which motives challenged
the lcadership of virtually every nation under heaven (o sit up. From Tunisia into Egypt.
I.ibya. Morocco, then Algeria before moving into the Middle East and virtually every Arab
nation, including targeting Saudi Arabia, Syria, Iran and indeed even Europe and China,
the challenges remained the same. Establish Justice and Have Pcace. Build bridges for

reconciliation and become free.

‘The African continent in year 2011 suffered many challenges in its efforts at
serving its people with developmental results and from country (o country there emerged a
great crisis of governance. The country known as Sudan was broken into two independent
States afier fifty odd years of irreconcilable differences with the death of over te4n millions
of its citizens during the years of war. The crisis of governance was felt and experienced in
the Ivory Coast and in Guinea, in Liberia and in Burkina Faso, in the Gambia and Sencgal,
in the Spanish Sahara and Congo, in South Africa, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Ethiopia, Gabon,
liquatorigl Guinea, Somalia, Chad, Niger and Nigeria.

liverywhere. the stories when retold sounded the same. Refugees, displaced people.
jobless youth, assaulted women, workers owed salaries and their rights over years,
corruption, the cult of mediocrity, impunity by the ruling classes, empty classrooms.
dilapidated hcalth institutions, high costs of living, rural migration, overpopulated cities.
children without moral or family care, infrastructural decay, lack of adequate resources.
polluted environment, religious clashes and ethnic differences to mention but a few.

If humanity continued to live outside of Gods laws and statutes, if people continued t0
exclude some and allow only a few into the club of those who have means and belong,
problems would not only remain, but would expand and affect everybody. The Second
Synod took upon itself to explore the biblical meaning of Justice Pecace and reconciliation
and from these sources Lo search for solutions that were truly human, divine and thercfor¢

sustainable.

el
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The lirst step in this analysis is 1o unde

Al e y rgo for cach pe ;
religious group, Church, natjop and Sty M orgd 1o

( nmunity of persons,
le, a certain form of jpy

ernal conversion

Discover }hc nhsl.ucl'cs hindcring the Churchs clective response

ol humanity at this time and purifying it from within 1o }mL:r')(t);]l‘:L . '[hL: [
to carry oul 1ts evangelising misgjon to the nationg zn‘;"lr: i:;lsplm'lm' ¥ tnah
justice, reconciliation and peace. Some of the obstuclc;s ‘hindc.rirnlgntchnct :fill:::lvhc

services of the Chureh in sorting out serioys pr ' o
p ; oblems facing mankind in
following: 8 clude the

Church and undue ff:ar in practicing reconciliation and the rebuilding of
trust and durable relationships;

Lack of intcgral Spirituality of justice and peace, leading to fear and
shallow commitment; :

. Inadequate formation of agents of evangelisation. laity, religious and
clergy in the social vision of the Church and in its spirituality of justice:
Inadequate social analysis of the root causes of the problems:

Poor witness of the Church in its own attitudes and structures, wagcs
paid to Church workers, treatment of women, lack of due process and
respect for rights récognised by Canon Law:;

Lack of financial resources and bad management styles of meagre
resources. This is a constraint which is likely to increasc in the future. and
at times the overdependence on outside support;

Healing from the roots: Can one forget that the basic cause of the sad situati(?n
humanity finds itself at this stage is due to human weakness, w1ckedpcss and sin
in the heart of men and women, often because of greed, egoism and pride.

Awakening Moral Consciences: It is of paramount importance that }110 Chu‘rch
at all levels plays her role in the world by awakcnmg the moral conscicnce ol al]
peoples in view of healing the ills which afflict socicty. She does this by means
Proper to her mission, the teaching and courageous stand of her pastors; the living
Wilness of the lay faithful and the prayers of the whole Church.

The necessity of Good Governanee: In more specific terms, the most serious

“ 3 3 n MV ~ 2 TR N

Social Prnblcr}r;s of the continent derive also [rom bade gn\'u;l_n)mlt-\. unnnn‘m;

‘ : e i ince of al engagemen

. ' se the importance of the politic men

Mismanagement and corruption. Hence the i nee of 4 . ngagec
of Chrisl?anw The (‘hurcl? in Africa has responsibility in this matter whic

“annot abdicate without failing in her mission.
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([ Denouncing Evil with prophetic courage and acting as rcc.:unclllcr: The Chugg,
cannot fail in her prophetic role of denouncing and condcmnml.; in clear terms g,
social vices ol the nation, especially of its leaders. In recent times, during major
pational crises in some countries, esteem for and confidence 'in members of i,
hicrarchy have led to some of them being called upon to act as impartial mediat,,
and prudent peacemakers. '

g. Promoting the Social Teaching of the Church: The Social teaching of ¢,

Chureh contributes to the promotion of justice and peace as it contains content thy

has biblical foundations, the teachings of the carly Fathers of the Church

theological insights, pontifical and magisterial pronouncements, contemporar,
events, moral guidelines that help humanity live as salt of the carth and light of
world.

h. Promoting Social Action: Practical encouragement should be given to various
individuals, institutions, local, national and regional initiatives which work for ta
articulation of these teachings. It is not enough merely to formulate a socal
doctrine. It must be translated into reality. The scveral areas of the application of
these teachings in Africa include the economy, democratic participatos
development projects, infrastructural and regional planning, issues conceming
women and gender, the youth, environment, themes bothering on the rights of &
workers and the sanctity of life and human work, industrialisation, liberaton,
religious peace, interreligious dialogue, refugees, the burden of international dett
education, pollution and the environment, minority rights, just wage and culte.

i,  Empowerment of the Laity: The laity in gencral should be trained in Ot
knowledge and practice of the Social teaching of the Church. In any cas< direct
involvement in the political arena is the proper duty of the lay members of &
Church. What is the value of the participation of many Catholics in politics 2 &
all levels? It is not enough to count the members in key positions. They have &
be engaged with Chaplains, trained, motivated, spiritually re-charged 304
equipped to promote Christ’s kingdom of justice and peace in the community.

j.  Solidarity at all levels; Within the Churches in regions, nations and on B
continent of Africa, various levels of solidarity action should exist through ne
sharing of information, materials and resources, mutual support, encouragenet |
increased ecumenical collaboration in social thought and action. The setting o
Advisory Councils and Elders Councils to mediate in peace missions and to B¢
the voice 1o speak for the people in cases of crisis and to take up themes for ¥
service of peace, justice and reconciliation may be useful. -
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(he Church. Sactament of lllllm\~ \\'i‘lh God and man, must be g place of reconciliation. .
il \""‘;_‘“l_‘ in order to be an eflective ool of justice ang Peace for the whole of ;()::fclt 3
Reconciliation 'cmncs‘ln‘)m the mystery of the risen Chrigt who is present in His‘ churc};';
through |le Word of" God um‘l the Sacraments, especially (hose of Penance and (he
pucharist. Through the grace of lhc‘Spiril. the Eucharis creates a new brotherhood which
gvercomes languages, cul.mt\“s. cthnicities, divisions, tribalism, racism ang ethnocentrism

In her work ol evangelisation and edyes the Church lrnu.sl

e _ lucation in the Christian faith,

<oncentrate  on .il\u L:!lLLhCSIS. which leads 1o profound conversion and o real

commitment to live the Gospel at g personal, family and socjq] level. The Social Doctrine
velopment,

of the Church is ol great help in sustaining humap de
ractical guidance for pastoral activity

ke Proctical Im;-h. atiens of the Seq omd A frie an Symind

Africae munus’ offers the Church in Africa g
over coming decades.
Ivangelisation ad gentes. the announcement of the Gospel to those who still do not
know Jesus Christ, is still of vitg] importance in Africa. It is a pastoral priority
which involves all African Christians.

Ordinary evangelisation must be increasingly promoted in the various particular
Churches. through commitment to fostering reconciliation, justice and peace.

There is also an urgent need to work for the new evangelisation in Africa.
especially among people who have distanced themselves from the Church or who
do not behave in a Christian fashion. African Christians, and in particular the clergy
and consccrated persons, are likewise called to Support new evangelisation in
secularised nations. This is an exchange of gifts, because African missionaries are
alrcady at work in countries which once produced missionarics who went forth to
announce the Good News in Africa.

Among the practical suggestions contained in Africae munus, we may note the
following:
l. Saints, pcople reconciled with God and neighbour, are exemplary heralds of ju;ticc
and apostles of pcace. The Church - all of whose members are called to sanctity -
must discover fresh ardour, the ardour of the many saints and martyrs, confessors
and virgins of the African continent, devotion to whom should be renewed and
promoted (cf. AM 113). - . ‘
In order 1o find further cxamples of sanctity, also obt_ummg new mlch:cssnrs in
heaven, pastors of the particular Churches are cncouragcd"lo recognize among
Scrvants of the Gospel in Africa those who could be canonized according to the
norms of ' 4). : g ,
The b:r:dl‘l;li)lc ;:!;f;u(rﬁm :)cl:t\)vcen the Holy Fallxs'l" and the bishops czl A.lrica uu.;sf
Strengthened, as must the bonds among Africa bishops themselves, at the
‘ '}?“P"ﬂl- - o conllncqil‘al lcl;i:l.bishops to help support, effectively and
ctinagdered important 8 ' crences of Africa and Madagascar
affcctwe]y. the Symposium of Bishops' Conferences of . _ 4 !
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(SECAM) as a continental structure of solidarity and ccclesial communion’ (AM
107).
5. lor a decper appreciation of the mystery of the Fucharist and to increase
I‘ucharistic devotion, emphasis is given to the Synod Fathers’ proposal to celebrate
a continental Fucharistic Congress (cf. AM 153).
6. African countrics arc encouraged to 'celebrate yearly ‘a day or week of
reconciliation, particularly during Advent or Lent" (AM 157). '
7. In agreement with the Holy See, SECAM may contribute to promoting 'a continent-
wide Year of Reconciliation to beg of God special forgiveness for all the evils and
injurics mutually inflicted in Africa, and for the reconciliation of persons and
groups who have been hurt in the Church and in the whole of socicty' (AM 157)_
In its Conclusion the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation invites Christians and the entire
continent to take hope: "'Take heart; rise, He is calling' (Mk 10, 49)". These words of the
Lord Jesus are echoed in the Ioly Father's exhortation: "Get up, Church in Africd". This
hope is rooted in the love of the One Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, source of
reconciliation, justice and pecace.

Giving assurances of the concern and interest of the entire Catholic Church, the Supreme
Pontifl entrusts the task of evangelising the continent of Africa to the intercession of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Africa, to St. Joseph and to all saints venerated
Alrica. Praying that "the miracle of Penlecost may spread throughout the continent of
Africa, and everyone may become ever more an apostle of reconciliation, justice and
peace”, he says:

“"May the Catholic Church in Africa always be one of the spiritual lungs of humaniy, and
become daily an ever greater blessing for the noble African continent and for the entire
world". :
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