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Preamble

A common theological dictum says: Do not disturb the faith of the weak believer
who does not need 1o be disturbed.  The implication of this aphorism is that if such
theological disturbance would yield a positive result, then the weak believer should indeed
be disturbed. But if on the contrary the reverse could be the case, it is. therefore, neither
cxpedient nor morally permissible to introduce such a theological disturbance that could
lcad 10 Joss of faith. which is a greater harm indeed. There are echoes of this stance in the
recent Post-Synodal papal document on the Second African Synod of Bishops titled:

- Africae Munus.  One such echo states: “The contribution of Christians in Africa will only
+ be decisive if their understanding of the faith shapes their understanding of the world.”
o This is an underlying factor in the practice of the Christian faith in our Continent. with
particular reference to Nigeria. The Fathers at the Synod got it right when they clearly
spelt out that: '

The task we have to set for ourselves is not an casy one, situated as it is somcwl)crc
between immediate engagement in politics which lies outside 1hc.Church?s direct
competence and the potential for withdrawal or evasion present in a theological and

' This anticle was originally published by the Good Shepherd, a weekly P}l})lica}ggt\n O_f"thcl 1(1?}1?11:‘\
Archdiocese of Abuja (Nigeria) in 2010 in a form that was meant to serve !hc !,dlly. l ¢ un%,‘ma }ﬁ.u‘%f S
have been revisted ajnd‘ani(_ulalcd afresh as a scientific and scholarly contribution. Here in this puhhmt‘xml.
the arnticle s gi-vcn a scholarly bent that serves the need of the APT, This is the first scholarly write-up from
me on this subject salnine MNerey. Conseerated
> > subject. . ir K ation to the Bishops, Clergy, Conseeratec
Benedict XVI. A/ - Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhorta il N

1¢ Munus, Post-Sy e = Wy ice Yeace, . 32,

Persons angd thci gﬁ:%iﬁh%l on the Church in Africa in Service lo recolic Hiation, Justice and Peace, n 3 .

. fy i lvlw
( 2’ ) 20 by The mﬂoﬂﬂ’ Missl !, Jwanoa, U’ ‘ ’
APT 2 JUHE, 2012) 157 - 17, jonary Semina of 5t Paul Gwagwal da, Ah a, All
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spiritual speculation which could serve as an cscape [rom conerete historical

responsibility.

The current wave of the practice of  the fithe in somce ('z!llmlit.: parisheg
country has caused some faith disturbance among some lrmhlu’n‘m'l (' atholics who Now ,\Q)‘Q
that their faith is being  disturbed for no justifiable reason. Ihis is the backdroy, of (b,
genesis of this investigation, which is geared towards [ostering and .l‘elrcnglhcnmg the l'ai[;
of those Catholics who feel aggrieved since their non-compliant posture g offe
misconstrued by their fellow Catholies, as being anti-Catholic. "
Source and origin of Catholic practices ‘

It is important 10 notc. {rom the outset, that Mother (,hur'ch‘ docs n.ol on her own
authority and free volition introduce or invent anything in her belief, worship and if thay
docs not orieinate from. or is not traccable to the words, actions or teachings of Qyr Lord
Jesus Christ.  The words. tcachings and actions of Jesus arc contained in the Sacreg
Seripturcs. the Tradition and the Magisterium of the Church. The Africae Munyg
articulated this position of the Church thus:

The Word of God and the testimony of life go together. But testimony on its own is
not enough cither, for “even the finest witness will prove inefiective in the long run
if it is not explained and justified - what Peter called always having your answer
ready for people who ask you the reason for the hope you all have” - and made

: : /
explicit by a clear and unequivocal proclamation of the Lord Jesus.

The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (henccforth abbreviated: DV) of
the Second Vatican licumenical Council note s with precision:

The Church has always vencrated the divine Scriptures as she vencrated the Body
of the lLord. in so far as she never ceascs, particularly in the Sacred Liturgy, to
partake of the bread of lifc and to offer it to the faithful from the one table of the
Word of God and the Body of Christ. She has always regarded, and continucs to

regard the Scriptures, taken together with Sacred Tradition, as the Supreme rule of
her faith.”

What the above norm of DV affirms as orthodox practice of the Church is thal
cverything Mother Church does and teaches is based on the authority of Qur Lord Jesus
Christ. cither as evidenced in the Sacred Scriptures or contained in the Sacred Tradition of

the Church. In consonance with this norm of the DV the Africae Munus cloquently stated
as follows:

? Benedict XVI. Africae Munus n. 17
' Benedict X VI, Africae Munus, n. 32

* Vatican Council II, “Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation”, n.21, in Flannery A.. ed. Vaticat
Council 11: The Conciliar and Post Conciliar Documents (New York*, 1988) 762,

—
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“or her mission of evanpelisat;

For hi Juins} n of evangelisation, the Church in Africa dr
i 19 | : \ ¢ aws
SACHY , pture, tradition and (he Sacramental ife (I 'd‘“ n 1
effectively upon the Catechism riyidhe vyl oy

= » . 0 ’ > % ' 1
Compendium of the Social I)uclrinéfo/'h!(h opote Church.
; ¢

Mission as “Mother and I'cacher

several sources:
s ministry builds
. Moreover, the
“ Church is a guide to the Church's
in the world and in Society..,

This is a fundamental theological point of den ture
expected point ol arrival |rerminus ad quem| of our invul‘ tigoh
lrom the above text. the bond of unity betwe
gaeraments 18 testimony of how the
praxis arc not diametrically opposed

: [terminus ad quo| and the
stigation.

/ en the Sacred Seripture, ‘Tradition and the
Sacred Scripture and the Church’s Sacraments and
o onc another but rather affirm cach other. The

Catechism Q/"l{w (."‘,”/ 10lic Church makes this remarkable distinction between the Sacred
Seripture and I'radition: :

The living transmission, accomplished in the Holy Spirit, is called Tradition, since
it is distinct from Sacred Scripture, though closely connccted to it. 'l‘}’lrough
I'radition, the Church, in her doctrine, life, and worship perpetuates and transmits
1o every generation all that she herself is, all that she believes.

Now. with rcgard to tne relationship between Sacred Scripture and Tradition. the
Catcchism of the Catholic Church further stipulates:

Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture, then, are bound closcly together and
communicate onc with the other. For both of them, flowing out from the same
divine well-spring come together in some fashion to form one thing and move
towards the same goal. Each of them makes present and fruitful in the Church the
mystery of Christ, who promiscd to remain with his own always, to the close of the

age.

Going by the Jewish religious system, Jesus was not a pricst because he belonged
to the Davidic Kingly dynasty. Iis priesthood bears no carthly ‘dcsccnt.but corppletcly
divine. The only carthly comparism to his priesthood was tl.lal of Meclchizedek from 1hg
point of view that Melchizedek’s pricsthood had neither origin nor cnd. but was f:tcmal.
Because Jesus® pricsthood did not descend from the 'chVIUC'd'l pricsthood, hlS‘P“C\S“‘_OlOfi
could not cnjoy the privileges attached to Lhc; I,cvmcal' prncslhooq s‘ucl? aa; ‘t\lill.l%ll m{.
Strictly speaking. therefore. the Tithe gocs against the prlcslhood ol tksu.sl \‘Nll]lc‘ll ts !\0
based on humar: descent but of divine origin. The text from the Letter to the tebrews is

quite instructive. It states:

I8

Benedict X1 44 .
7, . Africae Munus, n. 95. Al |
s(uwdm’” of the Catholic Church, n. 78 (Boston, MA, USA

Y j?h“ Paul 1], Catechism, n. 80.
Psalm 109/110.

994) 25. |1encelorth abbreviated: CCClL
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Melchizedek. King of Salem, a priest of God Most High, H'f’Hl. lo-meet Abraham Whe)
war on his wav ,’.‘“,‘ after defeating the Kings, and blessed lum:. and also thay jy Was
to him that Abraham pave a tenth of all that he had. By the interpretation of hig
name, he is, tfirst, l\n;«; of richteousness and also King of Salem, that js, l\’ing of
scace: he has no father. mother or ancestry, and his life has no beginning or ¢hding;
he i ike the Son of God. He remains a priest for ever,

Now think how great this man must have been, il the patriarch Abraham paid him
tenth of the treasure he had captured. We know that any ol the descendants of levi
who are admitted to the priesthood are obliged by the Law to take tithes from the
people. and this is taking them from their own brothers although they toq are
descended from Abraham. But this man. who was not of the same descent, took his
tenth from Abraham, and he gave his blessing to the holder of the promiscs. Now, jt
is indisputable that a blessing is given by a superior to an inferior. Further, in the
one case it is ordinary mortal men who receive the tithes, and in the other, someone
who 1s declared to be still alive. It could be said that Levi himself, who receives
tithes. actually paid them, in the person of Abraham, because he was still in the

. - z . 10
loms of his ancestor when Melchizedek came to meet him.

I'he 1ssues here are as follows: Firstly, the tithe and its practice preceded e
descendants of Abraham. Secondly. Melchizedek to whom Abraham paid tithes was no of
the Jewish race and so the practice of tithe is not of Jewish origin put pertains to the whole
Ancient Near Last region. Thirdly, the tithe. strictly speaking does not originate frop
monthly earnings but rather from the product of ones labour, whatever that labou
cntatled. Abraham paid it on his return from his conquest expeditions, and not from
monthly earning. Fourthly. the tithe, from its etymological derivation and practice, a
cvidenced in the above cited text from the Letter to the Hebrews, was not primarily tied up
with sustenance of the priest. in this case to Melchizedek. but with cult and thanksgivingto
God for the successful expedition of Abraham. Fifthly, among the Israclites, however. the
tuthe had a different origin and practice. It was attached to priestly sustenance. And mor
s0. it was attached 1o a particular tribe. the tribe of Levi.

The Old Testament Priesthood and the Jewish practice of Tithe i
The fundamental scriptural text for the practice of the Tithe in the religious histon
of the people of Isracl is found in the Book of Genesis.'" Here in the text, Isracl 'h»;
nation-state was still in the loins of Abraham and not yet born. The pricst‘hood “4
Melchizedek  pre-existed and was superior 1o the later priesthood of the Levites. ™
descendants of Abraham, because Abraham submitied himself to the priestho (l’r
Melchizedek by receiving blessing from the latter and paying Tithe to him as attested ©
the Hebrew text cited above, Again, in the narrative about the dream of Jacoh

" Heb. 7:1-10,
" Genesis 14: 18-20.
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andehild of Abraham. Jacob pledged 1o give 1o God
e

° ected him and brought him syfolv .. 4

ﬂ_mcmdih"“m 3 lnblhugnl\ ”ﬁl}. back 10 hig Father's houge from the journey he had

cmb«“'\‘f .-ll, sacrifice and pl\l\,n dln‘mm Seriptural texts, Tithe has two objectives:

© rhanksgiving st . cage 1!(; (’()tl. In both instances, the nation of Israel was not
LVIiticus - b ‘ ; " -

licus, at which period the Jewish nation had come

I " :

born. When later in the book ¢

» o

L existence  both politically and rali:

":"inW}_‘“‘\uﬂm { the n(‘)li m :}l,iu‘md ‘thmusly. there cmerged as well a third meaning and
significance of the .\( o tthe. In the Book of Joshua we read: “4o the tribe of Levi

" lone no land was given. Yahweh e God of Israg]

| /3 ’

Not a Catholic Practice

atenth of all his possessions if God

\ _ ! , Was their inheritance as he had told
hem.” In flLuI!q‘jl?Llellh the dlvm_c decree, the children of Levi were apportioned
Hjowns or areas 1o live in the lands belonging 10 the remaining cleven children of Jacob,

4 Now. in the Book of eviticys, the t

‘ e e . ; ithe became a cultic and Iegal prescription to be
faithfully observed. The instruction read: “In all tithes of flock or herd, the tenth animal of

“all that passed under the herdman’s staff shall be g thing dedicated to Yahweh.” ”* The final

<tage of the rcgulalipn regarding the tithe: “See. 1o the Levites I give as their inheritance all
lthe tithes collected in Israel, in return for

" e wlb ‘L
lent of Meceting. ™ From this time onwa

Ihe Levites will take care of the Tent of Mecting and have the full responsibility
for it. This is the law forever for all your descendants; because of this the Levites
are to have no inheritance among the Israelites. The Tithes that the people of Israel
sct aside for Yahweh, I give to the Levites for their inheritance. For this rcason |
have told them that they are to have no inheritance among the people of Israel.
Yahweh spoke to Moses and said: .. You are to say to the Levites: when you receive
the tithe that the people of Israel must pay and which I am giving you as your
inheritance, you are to set aside a part of this as a special contribution for Yahweh.
This will take the place of the offerings of new grain and new wine that all the
people have to give me. Thus, you too will set aside a share for Yahweh, of all the
tithes you receive from the Israelites, and you will give to Aaron the Priest this part
you have set aside for Yahweh. Out of all the gifts you receive you will set aside
the best as a share for Yahweh. '’

[tis worth noting at this juncture that even the chitf:s were not c‘}'cmpt‘ 11*(311} ;ht
Haw governing the tithe.” The Levites were obliged t.o sct aside sop‘w por%ton of {hu m(lﬁ
ollected from the people of Israel and to pay this chmgest a{\d spcqul portl?ln to f'l‘;l‘l”()‘l\ nlu\
"Priest. Aaron and his children, therefore, were the Priests in the priestly ¢ an. Thus, the

X~

* Genesis 2g- 12-22,
‘; ;;‘Jos. 13:14.

1:.;'!‘ Jos. 2011
l.C\:27:37

w40 1 5

Num, 18:21.

- ?\"Lfm. 18:23.29.
Cf Heb. 7: 1-28.
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‘ irtue of this privije,.
Aaronine priests became the High Priestly (ld“(mtii ll)iylh\:‘l': lin the numlcr (\)lll‘l%rk‘d i,
they alone did not pay Tithe to ﬂny(mc_bm i st “rcd to Yahweh j }dh’v‘vc mr:
their fellow tribesmen. The Aaronine priests alone mmh,c icsthood emb nI'l b 'Ic 'fr
Jerusalem. Theologically. it could be inferred 1hul. the (imL :7‘rlt's‘h M(m(ll]l (‘?("Cd n
family and the One Temple in Jerusalem may be linked to Jewis stheism,

Test: Theology of the Tithe ‘ ‘ B

o Ic:“l.::llfill‘l:c.l lil;().ll(c:;"‘im religion, is an offering d_cdlcalcd to (‘md. ‘ICChnicauy. “
attached to priesthood and in this casc, only to the P‘l'lCSll}’ clz.m of Levi. Lven Whep
lithe was offered as peace offering to Yahweh, the pricst hac.l his own shar'c 85 Cstabliy,
by the law." Another theological bent to the Tithe is that it callc.d 10 mind thy the ;
Testament pricsthood was fundamentally tied up with consanguine dcsgcm, The
lestament Pricsthood was not a vocation in the sense of a call according to e \
lestament usage but only when viewed from the divine clection that was hercditary "
not transferable to non-Levites. The Priesthood in the Old Testament was strictly fip,
One was not called to the Old Testament Priesthood but born into the priestly clan, Tig,
the Old Testament necessarily was a technical terminology. It was tied up to eyl angd
lincage. Tithe was strictly exclusive and did not admit or madc any room for admissigy
other people outside of the I evitical tribe.

Contributions in the Early Church

All through the New Testament, there is no mention or reference to the Tithe. ©
omission was not accidental or a casc of forgetfulness. It was deliberate and forack
purposc. The persccution that followed their expulsion from the Jewish rcligious practs
made the followers to disperse. Ilowever, wherever the followers found themsclves. &
preached Jesus as the Christ and gathered together to Break the Bread in his mer?
especially on Sunday, the day Our Lord rose from death. The conscious and dclihf
avoidance of the term by the carly Christians was due to the technicality of the term W
made it to be strictly associated with the cultic acts of the Levitical pricsthood. Lik¢
the term Liturgy was also tied to the ministry of the I.evites and no onc outside of the
could appropriate the term. The expulsion from the ‘Temple and the dispersion of the t
Christians following their persecution combined Lo bring about the formation of the
Christians into a separate religious body distingt from the traditional Jewish fdk
system. With the grouping of (he carly followers of Jesus into a religious body or ¥
they were referred 1o then, there arose other needs such as welfare, Sust™
sovernance, evangelisation, clc.

e 'S 1]‘35

. o support the nascent and fast growing Church, some -mcmb‘?“ﬂ !ﬂ“

contributions by selling their properties and brought the proceeds to the Aposte®

"Cr lay. 7:28-38.
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in the Acts ot“lhc Apostles.?” AS a matter of {
1o the carly lo!lnwcrx that brought abou th
Ermorc. in a bid to support some poor ¢
contributions that were sent to these

TLJL{
j,';;]lﬂ(“
i:ul‘lh
5“‘“16

act it was a bid to cater for the Widows
¢ Institution of the Order of Deacon.?!

‘ Ommunities, the more established Churches
Churches in need,??

In no place whatsoever in the New Testame
by which the carly (‘hu‘rc"h supported the Chure
Church distanced h?rsc.l[ trmp uny}hing that conn
‘fbmcuccs. It was this distancing of the carly Christian Community from the Old Testament

cligious practices. following 111'c1r carlier expulsion from the Temple worship that won for
ihe carly Christians the appellation: 7he people of the New Way.

nt was Tithe cited as one of the means

hes in need or their Clergy. The carly
oted Levitical Pricsthood and their Cultic

ﬁc\\‘ Testament Theology of the Priesthood

Jesus was not a priest by Jewish religious standard and tradition.

carthly descent but completely divine. Commenting on the first Ic
the Venerable opinced:

His priesthood bears no
tter of St Peter. St Bede

You ure a chosen race, a royal priesth ood This compliment was addressed through

Moses in time gone by to God’s people and now the apostle Peter rightly addresses
it to the Gentiles. For they have come to believe in Christ, who as the cornerstone
has associated the Gentiles with the salvation which belonged to Isracl. He calls
them a chosen race on account of their faith, to distinguish them from thosc who
rejected the living rock and themsclves have been rejected. He calls them a royal
priesthood because they are members of the body of the supreme King and true
pricst. As King he grants to his people a Kingdom; as high priest he washes away
their sins by the sacrifice of his own blood. He names them a royal priesthood as a
reminder to hope for an cternal Kingdom, and to offer to God withput ceasing the
sacrifice of a sinless life. They are called also a holy nation and God'’s own people,
in accordance with the apostle Paul’s explanation of the teaching of the prophet: My
righteous one lives by faith; and if he shrinks back, my soul shall have no pleasure
in him. But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those \Y!\o
have faith and keep their souls. And in the Acts of the Apostles Saint Paul says: The
Holy Spirit has made you guardians to rule the Church of the Lord which he
obtained with his own blood. We have become God's own people lh‘r()ugl} the l?lood
of our Redeemer; for in time gonc by the people of Isracl was redeemed (rom Egypt
by the blood of the lamb.23

5 e P faiies | adbe bt
All the baptized sharc in the common three-lold olllcF ol .lusllfx. lrlﬂu.w}u}mq_’.
Kingship ang Prophesy. The Africae Munus understood the need for the African Church to

'ﬁ{;/\
oy Cls 2242-474
whets 6.7,

. Rom 5.5 4:32-37
B 22329 2C0r, 8:1-2: 9:1-15; Acts 4:32-37. ' G Pafe
0 ?:Cdc the Vencrable, Commentary on the First Letter of St Pete
Mifice: -

: don-Dublin, 1974) §33-534. .
the Liturgy of the 1ours according to the Raman l€{l(!. VOI‘, | (l.()llti()n,l L ,

Scanned with CamScanner

r. Culled from: PAUL VI, The ‘Di"\.r'c‘nct



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

APT: Africae Munus

put to practice these offices which make us Christ’s followers and g adm
Catechesis must therefore integraie its theoretical dimension, which deqly \viu?mshcd“
Cop, |

be learned by heart, and its practical dimension, which is experienced th "nce’
R 5 g 2 e ]y, M
spiritual, ecclesia, cultural and charitable levels.... I”urh
To codify in dogmatic terms the new theology of the Christian Pricgy
Vatican Council 11 Fathers noted with clarity: > gy

God who wills that all men be saved and come 10 the knowledge of the truth (T
2:4): who in many times and various ways spoke of old to the fathers throyg), I?»
prophets (Heb. 1:1) when the fullness of time had come sent his Son, the WO,;
made flesh. anointed by the Holy Spirit, to preach the Gospel to the poor, 1o ey
the contrite of heart, to be a bodily and spiritual medicine: the Mediator betweg,
God and man. For his humanity united with the Person of the Word wag the
instrument of our salvation. Therclore. in Christ the perfect achievement of o,
reconciliation came forth and the fullness of divine worship was given to us.

The wonderful works of God among the people of the OId Testament were by 5
prelude to the work of Christ Our Lord in redeeming mankind and giving perfeg
elory to God. lle achieved his task principally by the paschal mystery of his
blessed passion, resurrection from the dead. and glorious ascension, whereby dying,
he destroved owr death, and rising, restored ouwr life. For it was from the side of
Christ as he slept the sleep of death upon the cross that there came forth the

wondrous sacrament of the whole Church.”

The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy makes a clear distinction between b
dispensation priesthood and that of Christ in the New ‘Testament.  Both pricsthooks
little in common and their ends and objectives are indisputably different. Anothern
SC succincetly states: -

The Liturgy. then, is rightly seen as an exercise of the priestly office of Jesus
Christ. It involves the presentation of man’s sanctification under the guise of signs
perceptible by the senses and its accomplishment in ways appropriate t0 cach of
these signs. In it full public worship is performed by the Mystical Body of Jesus
Christ, that is, by the Head and his members.

From this it follows that every liturgical celebration, because it is an acliO“.of
Christ the Priest and of his Body. which is the Church, bis a sacred action surpassins
all others. No other action of the Church can equal its efficacy by the sam¢ title an
to the same dcgrcc.26

~ & 4 . £ 0;
o It tollow.s. therefore, ‘that the priesthood of the New Testament 1% thatnx\r
Christ. the Mediator between Man and God. No practice or practiccs tha

! Benedict XV, n. 165, pp.8l-§;w
“Vatican Counci Ty s G2 : ik
g uncil 11, I}u Lonst({zzrlon on (he Sacred Liturgy, 1. 5, in Flannery, A

.}%ﬂi@”[ :
Vatican Council 11, Thgconm{mﬂn ‘ n'} , X
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wricslhnod ‘Ol‘ JCS:.U,S‘ il ”. on the same pedestal g ),
tolerated. ['he pmslh(?o.d 01. Jesus stangy as

b‘ll’li’cd is but a participation in the
”;U New Testament.

Not e Catholic Prac fice

at of the
48 a Clagy of iy
self-same prie

Old Testament is/arc to be
own. The priesthood of all the
Sthood of Jesus. Josus ig the Priest of

Contributions in the Church Today
The Decree on the Apostolate of Lay Peoples (Apostolicam Actuosi(ulem), states:
Participators in the function of Christ, p

! : riest, Prophet and K
active part of their own in the life ang action .

ing, the Laity have an
tion of the Church

- Their action within the

amation of the gog cl |cf Acts 18:18-26;
Rom. 16:3]. Lay persons of genuinely gospel [cf.

Yy apostolic spirit supply the needs of their
brothers and are a source of consolation no less to the pastors than to the rest of the

-----

Contributions in the Catholic Church are w

oricnted. There is a fripartite structure in Church Collections: 1. The Vatican Collections
|for the Universal Church]; 2.The Local Church Collections[The Arch/Diocesan
. Collections|: 2. Parish Collections [the lowest unit in the Church's hierarchical ladder].
- The Vatican Collections are made ann ually, quarterly or periodically. The Arch/Diocesan
Collections arc clearly publicized in the local bulletins and announced in the_ parishf:s. Thc
practice varies from diocese to diocese. The Parish Collections are usually published in
parish bulletins and announced to parishioners. '

ell organised, coordinated and ecclesial

In Nigeria, the Vatican Collections arc: Holy Child, Pontiﬁc?‘l Mission Socnct'y.
Holy Places. Peter’s Pence. Opus Caritatis, Mission Sunday, etc. llzc Arch{I)loccsafl
' Collections arc the followings: Aid/Health, Laity Council, PMS (?fhgc Maéntcr}ancc.
Lenten Appeal, Poor (Holy Thursday), Youth (CYON),'Comp?ur}lca(t:lonF,d <‘:xl1i1u:1r();i‘
Catechists, Social Welfare. Catholic Sccrctariat -of ngc;:rlz.:l, ngczla gn c}:1 Cr/‘;)r?cstl J
- Women Religious, Justice. Development and Peacc? Commlssru‘)n ({)DI_(;), éoﬁscc?&ns diﬂ‘i‘r
Ordination, Quarterly Returns, Catedraticum, Prgjects. ctc. The 'ZL“S AR e
- [rom Parish (0 Parish. In general, the following are. the }75:1r;5 .CS‘ e
« ArchDioceses: AMC, Stole Fees, Harvest and Bazaar, Worl'ferjl‘sf’ j;:’ ;’ . \?\icckl.y Radish
Upkeep, Billg [Electric, Water, Post Office] Bl’" thdays ’” i“ p e;‘ial o lectons
Collections: Sunday Mass Collections, Child dedication, Spec

thanksgivings, Pre-harvest levies, etc.

o
T

LR R

T B T
- i : g ‘A, Flannery, Cd"f y(lflCTm“- e,
i ;7vali°a" Council 11, Decree On the Apostolate of Lay peqplc SOt o A SRS ‘

ul .
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It is important to obscrve that Church Collcclion‘s are made ), "
contributing to the growth and the spread of the faith. and for the welfare o l’“ Sy
That is why collections in the Church, strictly speaking, do not attract Penal(ig, ¢ by
for those who cannot sincerely afford the contributions. The reason for [hi;'cspctr:,‘g
Church is not a business venture and the Sacraments of the Church g 5ty
Therefore, these collections do not fall within the category of civic dugjeg bu arfor
religious and pastoral. '

i

* St

Theology of Contributions in the Church ,

The Church draws her theology on her contributions from the actions, activig
tcachings of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, Mother Church relics on the rcpcrloirclcs ;
tradition for the building up of her faith and practices. The New Catechisy, of the (;{; h
Church states as follows: : L

I'rom the very beginning Christians havc brought. along with the brea

d and Wi
for the Eucharist, gifts to share with thosc in nced. This custom of Collectioy e\,rf,
appropriate, is inspired by the example of Christ who became poor (g make,

rich.”

To buttress that this action is strictly Liturgical and traces down 1o the carly Chi

time, the CCC cited the carliest liturgical document extant, the Apology of St Justn
Martyr:

Those who are well off, and who are also willing, give as cach chooses. What is
gathered is given to him who presides to assist orphans and widows, those whom
illness or any other cause has deprived of resources, prisoners, immigrants and, in a
word, all who are in need.

The above norm of the CCC is strictly applied to offering or collcetion dun
liturgical cclebration which we refer to as Offertory Collection. The General Instrich

on the Roman Missal of the Vatican Council II stipulates as follows rcgarding Offert?
Collection:

Then the gifis are brought up to the altar, It is both meaningful and desirable that
the faithful should bring up the bread and wine; [... | Money and other gifls for th
poor or for the Church may be collected from the faithful and carried to the altar:

but these should not be put on the altar itself; they can be deposited in some other
convenicent place.” ‘

» b ; L] - . -
ul f’[c;?;e :laul L Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 1351 (New York, 1999) 304.

.!0 - . - * - . - ) : : j ‘
M"Co;ngrcgallpn for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments, General Instruction !
issal n, 49, in Flannery A, (Ed.), Vatican Council- L., 175. Fe |

¢ Fo* j
|

i

i
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nyentbeads. e Tithe: Not u Catholie Pructice

It is based on this lhcology that othe
cated above. 'l'hcrc‘is only one Offe
1nd (hat [‘(jrms pur‘l_ (3( thc' celebration, Any othe
:Jmurgi"“l' ‘Sl}gh ,O.lh~Ll1 L(l)lilcumns are for pastoral Purposes hence the practice s
be nbus.cd. l}l;)/ 'b mlu[c nc));, lf'l'kc qluc.h time. The Africae Munuf SZultLi:r:(:E::: r;/;)t
}-fz.'c’"”;’f[ should be celebrated with dignity and beauty, in compliance with the L’.;'lablis he:l

U collectiong in

the Church are m:
piher, « . : re made as
ory Collection g ;

any Fucharistic celebration.
r collection, strictly speaking, is

porms..

The Temptation in the Tithe
Temptation is not a sin.** Our ord Jesu
«n. There is a gradation in the temptation of

which indeed stands for our.daily biological needs; second he was tempted with glory and
power. which borders on pride, egoism, self importance; and finally on riches and wealth
which covers the vast arcas of avarice, idolatry, property ownership, insatiability.
unbridled quest for amassing and acquisition, dishonesty, cheating, money, fame, ctc.?

s Christ himsclf was tempted but did not
Our Lord. First, he .was tempted with food

Apart from the theological arguments on the Tithe, the inherent danger in it is the
tendency to rob Peter to pay Paul. Here lies the danger in the temptation. What level of
accountability is practised by thosc involved in Tithe collection for whatever reason? Is
Tithe considered as Church collection since it is done within Liturgical celebration? What
about the law governing collections in the Church? Are such laws applicable to Tithe
cllection?  In other words, arc just and lawful returns madc to the appropriate
ceclesiastical authoritics on Tithe collections? Are the parishioners informed properly and
accurately on the use made of the Tithes collected? Are there records to justif)( bol.h
income and expenditure with regard to Tithes collected? Why create an avenuc lgr sin
when it could conveniently be avoided? The latter is what I con51d'cr the temptation in
the tithe. When tithes are collected from the people, they havc.: the ri ght to question what
usc their tithe is being put to. This is justice which is a centre'tl' issue of Pope 113cn9d1§l ‘Xhlli
Post-Synodal Exhortation.* Issues on finance and accountability could be vo clal}‘,‘;\]‘_“, ' ,'1
tuption. And what Service to Reconciliation, Justice and Pedce “{,"’“l‘d ! i3 “‘é\‘£22
Church be giving to Christians and non-Christians in our Country le(:rl;:j ::t?gtc;?a\i o
- ountability on the tithe generates problems of mlst; ltIISL élllltslfcll?ltl)lc Africac Munus says (o
19:av0id this inherent danger that could tarnish the image of the

3! e = I g & i il - .
. Bchdicl XVI .
» . Africa Munus, n.153 c os 2010) 22-25,
5 o Cibeadi, M, I".f Know Your Faith and Grow in if (Lagos, 2010)

I Maw 44y '

ened;
it XVI, Africae Munus, nn.17-50.
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4
priests: Build up the Christian communities by your cxan-zp/e, living in triyy, and
priestly commitments, celibacy in chastity and detachment from material POsseg i(),,(:.})ij”br
Ilow did the Tithe come into the Catholic Church in Nigeria?

The introduction of the tithe into some Catholic Churches (or Catholic parishes_ b
precise) can be traced to two sources: Influence of Pentecostalism and Pressure Fr Lrnor.:
Lay Catholic members. The Pentecostal Churches use the Tithe as their main ” $om,
generating funds to run their respective Churches. To the best of my knOchdgc [ arcc (f
aware of any official Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria publication on the ’cO"e Ny
of Tithes as an official Catholic practice in Nigeria. “liy

Some Lay Catholics have formed the habit of frequenting conventions Crusag
and vigils of the Pentecostal Churches and taking active part in these functions. Tk, S
tithes to the Pastors or the organizers of these functions. Now, when these catholj
members come back to the Catholic Church, they begin to put unduc pressure on g
respecuve Parish Priests for the introduction of the practice. Their argument is that such
practice is a way of obtaining God’s blessings for progress or promotion in their jobs
businesses. Who would not want to reccive God’s blessing? Who would not wan ik
guarantced God’s protection and progress? If giving God a tenth of one’s salary or incom
would do the magic, why not? (morcover, giving money to the priest is not a bad idea! Ori
it? Priests need money, do they not? It is optional and those who like it will go by it! Is
tithe not in the Bible?. Thus, the idea of tithe collection began by personal contact with
parish priest. and gradually it graduated to a parish collection. Nevertheless, sucha
gnitudc demonstrates lack of true conversion of heart! The Africae Munus notes, interaix
“conversion is possible only if one is sustained by the convictions of faith, supported by
genuine catechesis. It is right then, (o ‘maintain q living connection between memorizs

catechism and lived catechesis ' o df
g chesis, which leads tQ a profound and permanent conversion!

Y Doy

tithe in some Catholic parishes make !!*

ctice’ cans! As for the parishes that practice the tithe. did they o&ggﬁ

ol

* Benedict XVI, Africae Munus,' n-.. 111
* Benedict X VI, Africae Munys, q 3
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s h regulation on the matter nen s tog
icial Church L‘.f matter are Permissible, there is (e
0 regulation 1s on the remuneration of e ‘ § the need o state what the

Tlci’d 5 I a0 1 g r )I‘iCS S ide ’
?)1 jinis of the Second Vatican Counci] states: priests worldwide., Preshyterorum
il '

Onyenibeadi: 74 7;
nyenibeadi: 74 Tithe Ny o Catholic Practice

Completely dlcvolcd as they are 1o the service of God ip the fulfil i
. entrusted to them, Pricsts are entitled to 4 Just remuneratj T Ofl.hc Fi
bound by a real obligation of sceing to inoil e kBl afs

o g it that the necess: o]
and fitting livelihood for the Biiests Is ¢ .HC(.CSSdI'y provision for a decent

made. This obligation ari
fiting | - n arise > fac
that it is for the benefit of the faithfu] tha priests are worlﬁng ki

What the above norm of PO puts in sim
(anon L.aw The first ol the two canonical normg stats:

Since clerics dedicate themselves to the ecgl
remuncration that befits their condition, takin
officc and the conditions of time and place.

necessitics of their life and for the just remu

esiastical ministry, they descrve the
g into account both the nature of their
It is to be such that it provides for the
neration of those whose services they

The sccond norm of the CIC, among other things, states:

In every diocese there is to be a special fund which collects offerings and temporal
goods for the purpose of providing, in accordance with canon 281, for the support
of the clergy who serve the diocese, unless they are otherwise catered for. [...]. If
possible, these funds are to be established in such a manner that they will have

: - ;s 39
standing also in the civil law.

It is indced an unacceptable practise, to say the least, that pricsts should on their
own authority create their own means of sustenance Without_ a clear auth‘orlzatlon from lhf
Competent cccicsiastical authority. It is cven a worse situation when pricsts cmplo?f soigc
non-Catholic practice 1o raise funds for their maintenance and other sundry persona n[cn.l s
O for that of the Church. Mother Church frowns at any practice that g_wcls any ? lb:l
'mpressions about the Church as a religious institution whose objective is the spiritu:

Vell-being of (he people of God.

B . “Kd. Vatican

V:U'Can Council 11, Decree on the Ministry and Life
b ;fl{ I,!’ 898-899. Henceforth, abbreviated PO.
ity a0de of Canon Law, can. 281. The Canon
(Lo hf Canon | aw Society of Australia and
\:9(‘“d()n 3 20,(") 48, ;
%e of Canon Law, can.1274.

. 5 2
of Priests, D 20, in Flannery

’ Ircland in association
ects .t Britain and. Ircland in association
oty of Great Britain and g
o ‘Si’nzilc;r{d and The Canadian Canon law Soclety
New 4 : : ; = J
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The Way Forward _ o for
The imjunction of St Paul to limothy scts the pace for the

Way ﬁ)rwﬂrq
instructed in his First Letter to Timothy: ¥

This is what you are to teach and urge. Anyone who l(?il(.‘hcs anything differe
does not l\oq'x 1o the sound teaching which is lhnl'o'l ()ur' Lord Jesus Christ,
doctrine which is in accordance with true religion, Is proud and has p,
understanding. but rather a weakness for questioning cverything and Arguing abgy,
words... Religion, of course, docs bring large profits, but only to those who are
content with what they have... The love of money is the root of all evils ang there
are some who, pursuing it. have wandered away from the faith and so given thej;
souls any number of fatal wounds.*°

Nt ang

The Catholic Church is well organised and structured. It is a fa]
Church has 10 borrow from the Old

and raisc funds to run the Chur
whole of the New Testament is

lacy to hold that
Testament practice of the tithe to fend for hey Minjs

ch. And the deliberate avoidance
a demonstration that the Church n

] f¢
of the terminology iy

ever used the systep
Conclusion

It is a moral imperative on the
anight. While it could

Church from the unwholes

ome practice. Silence is con
pricsts claim that their Bj ‘

sent, as the old adage gocs. Son
shops are in the know of the practice or even gave them wnll

stance is whether the permission
fter the practice had begun. The
P can permit, certain things. for 4
eptional cascs are permissible after?
rary legislation.

C practice or g

- Of course, any Bisho
pastoral reasons in his diocese. However, such exc

other factors have been considered, It jg not an arhit

| ‘ . | Yor
" statement 1o opine (hay members of the Catholic clorgy difl
A Some clergy who

se Catholig are prong to the prac‘licc argue :llil:“lé \‘
Stal churches gy, | 1 ul' who are intg (he practice could u?'nrj(‘f
question js. ar(; * HICIr pastors for prayers for their businesses (,)ul"“‘
- Dro.p.oncm% t;') be concc{'ncd about the tithe or the theology oy
¢ practice, A, 5 h"“ the practice woyiq advance priest sustenal™
ractising C‘alholl'(-) served above, (here i no truth in that assertio™
?Ow been introduceg into li]C (‘;t‘i“f:l’iiﬂ(?}ncc lapproachcd & prics to ask if the [l]ilht: !
“atholi § . -urch i g yh his (
th: Egl]allctl?zi Eidhgg\;)cr hcagd_ of such practiccp.rz'il(‘:l?;e llzlccaug,e a”‘lhmughdh[:ccausc hcl

een failing in his J: o Od man was worried an ¥

“aster dugy) Thc:pljlcst looked at the old ’

same to the Penteco
The fundamental
practice? Some
Justification for (]
clderly staunch p

1 Tim. 6:3-10).
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-4 (o him: Baba! You are righy The
sal ;

up insatiable greed that make
s s p , :
I relicl. thanked the priest

Nota atholic Pruetice

Catholje Chure)y doe
S us to allow the practi

and walkeq ofT {

<iﬂh ()l . N yl A t] l) <.‘. o]
other instance where a- Priest, op Sunday
a

s I’T()l Practice tithe collection,

hle I'he old man heaved 4 big

| i(;‘ s hlomc. Now. contrast this with

n and from the pulpi o :

' » names before the Coannme . or ulpit, called fellow priest
lmprmlahk na;}?;‘}lll clc rlLl lhlt' (-Qil}glcgahon Just because hijg [ellow priest dif fered witl? him

' Toonik ithe collection.”s § an annall: PR '

| on the issuc © 1" Such an appalling Situation should oy have occurred at
|

all!

[ go with the first priest’s response 1o
| sholcheartedly with him, l’l‘lC'SlS arc not the only ¢
practicc. The Laity are partners in }hc custody and in t
ractics. Pricsts should beware of Scandalum pussil
our actions and utterances.

that clderly Baba, and do agree
ustodians of the Catholic faith and
he defence of Catholic doctrines and
animus (The scandal of the weak) in

Indeed. there is a real pastoral issue with fhe practice of the tithe. It breeds an
unhealthy class distinction among thg worshipping community. To call up those with
Tithes for blessing at the end of the Mass signals an unintended indictment on those who
have no job or source of income, or the likes of the Baba above, who cannot come up for
e blessing.  Psychologically, they feel marginalized by the practice. Mcanwhilg, this
latter group’s time is taken up in blessing those who have jobs and means qf livghhqod.
Arc those without jobs not entitled to God’s blessing for a better futurg? Even in a situation
whereby cverybody in the Church has the tithe, since the practi_cclls an Old le-stan}cm
lcgislalfon that was abrogated by the New Testament practice, 'ol what hturglcal‘
irr;porlancc is the Tithe in a Liturgical Celebration? What then is the. 1}kl1eologyt‘ot\
Thanksgiving all about? What is the theology. of Mass otfgrlqg? Some }iarls civ 5{:1; 1(;;
monthly contribution for the sustenance of their priests. Pa:rlshloners are a “ﬁ’}f Cath%lic
make contributions towards Parish projects. In.some parfshes 1ncmbg:sa;) 1hei(:- S
Women Organization or the Christian 'Mothers in some dlocezes,rzc;tt:i clc R
duty to feed their pricsts. And this is an ofﬁc:lal}y zi?go:fcissfzw e o idreooe
- Church in Nigeria, Why then the tithe, why the duplica

Justifiable rcason?

i ic is > out
R T ‘atholic practice. It is borne 0
WS the is not a Catho Y bk
My humble submission is that the it A o St il &
of pride mi, lhclr?artcoi' the Laity who arc champions of the pracl'l‘:c;.ut;rcldﬁf‘:om sl o gl
Clergy who give in to such an un-Catholic practice duc (o pross

their flock.

S ) tcSl Cd to h ‘,Sl ﬂlld (v \ “ WC n’d'l'l‘llli" S .’
Wi a erson whno i ‘ Bﬂba in lht ﬂh( C » Y
- ! | . { i“ y | li inCidﬁnL ¥ o : p
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