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especially in the llgh‘l of _’/10 renewal of lay movemenys inspired by the I)f Im : ; ' («/’“f‘h-
nd subsequent magisterial teachings of the Church, e differamn

| this essay explores the diff
phor s : xp K erent ways
nd means through which the laity of the locql churches of Nigeria could be e)hpoweredio

gppreciate Ihc’l'lj role in .1110 Church’s mission of advancing the cause of Christ: the Priest
Prophet and ng within the shores Nigeria and beyond. Its central lhésisA i's that if the
local churches of Nigeria are to effectively answer the universal call of é)ringiné the
Gospel o the very doorstep of every human heart, then a sign'i/icant prdportion of her
members must be involved. Since the laity constitutes o greater sh

share of the People of God,
they should be empowered to assume a greater responsibility in sharing in the Church’s
mission of proclaiming salvation in Christ.

live,

is a genuine and active laity existing

Introduction

The third millennium of the Christian Catholic faith is characterised by a paradigm
shift in the self-understanding of the Church. Thanks to the more organic ecclesiology of
the People of God initiated by the Fathers of Vatican II, there is today a greater
appreciation of the dignity, role and mission of all the members of the People of God.
clerics as well as lay. If the second Christian millennium looked upon the lay members of
Christ’s faithful as “passive recipients of the apostolic attention and care of priests, andl
quite seldom, as active protagonists in the life and future of the church and t.hc worlgL
loday the talk is it that “the Church is not truly established and does not i“ully live, nor is &
perfect sign of Christ unless there is a genuine laity existing and working aloggsuie the
hicrarchy, ™ : 5o x. e thon

Among the practical effects of this paradigm Sb‘“ ¥ the replacel}l} nt‘ (; 't:
‘anonical and status distinction that once operated in Speaklng 91 the th‘rc‘c co.m’mll l,m {vu "
of the Church the ordained, religious and laity — with a Iunctrlf)nal dC;st‘m_‘C(;lon\l:j‘li‘dplgtg;\
them in relation 1o the Church and to the World rcsPCCt}V"]y' 1‘1ch (;”;‘)m:‘msat\ ‘ol‘ God's
esponsible for the sacred ministry, the religious (o be witnesses (o fe Bt mersing them in
eign, and the | ity to have a call which has a clearly secular character tmmers |
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the affairs of socicty.” Giving the overwhelming number of the non-clerica] py, ‘
the People of God. the third millennium Church has begun to appreciate the indjg Qﬂ“fm,
role of the laity in the mission of the Church. It is being increasingly realised thy . :\"”x
us, priests and lay people, are equally followers of Christ and all of us are cqually C;“d i
contribute in our distinctive ways, to the growth of the Christ’s body on carth doy, lgdm
end of time™ (Acts 1:8)." I

How conscious are the lay members of Christ’s faithful in our various diocQgcg )
a group and as individuals, of this paradigm shift? What is the cost of their ignoranclc‘ (df
this shift on our local Churches in terms of their ability/inability to meet up wjy lbL
challenges that such knowledge would have imposed? And how could the laity bt
cmpowered to come to this knowledge so as to contribute their own quota in advancipg,
cause of Christ: the Priest, Prophct and King within the shores of Nigcria and beyong
These are the questions that this paper poses and invites all of us to collectively scarch
answers.

Laity: Concept and History

The New Testament writers use the term “/aos™ (pcople) to refer to all the membes
of the church (1 Pet 2:9-10); it designates those who constitute the spiritual Isracl, the new
“People of God.” Since in this context the term continucs to bear thc OT scnse o
consecration/clection, the first Christians are routinely referred to as the clect, the saintso
God. While differences among this “people” do exist, Paul explains that these are primaril
a matter of function and stem from the different gifts (charisma) given by the Spirit for
purposc of building and strengthening the community. Thus while every Christian mus
serve the gospel (Eph 4:12), this service can and does take many forms. Paul’s delineation
of the different charisms (Rom 12:4-8; I Cor 12:4—11) underscores his belic that cveryox
has some specific contribution to the community and its mission that thcy must make: by
this means too, the apostle indicates the various ways in which the Spirit’s gifls &
exercised to the bencefit of all,

The derivative term laikos appears for the first time in Clement of Rome’s Epis
to the Corinthians (40:6), as denoting a larger body of Christians in contrast to the small!
group of individuals to whom spccial ecclesial tasks have been assigned. Tertullian mak®
similar distinction but never considered the laity to be a subordinatc group in the Ch‘“‘_‘h '
for “not only in their priestly dignity arc they equal to that of pricsts, they also claim
identical tasks.”” From the 6™ century up to the Gratian Decree of the 11™ century, the €
laity took on a strongly juridical, institutional meaning. As an antonym for clergy:'
became synonymous with *“one under authority,” thatis, of the clerics.® Following fff"“
this, most medicval authors subordinated the laity 1o the clergy. However, the Gratia"
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Decree pointed out the consequences of rele

which includes l_h‘c rulmg out ol proper collaboration in the ministry.’ The Council of ‘Tre

took up the trzfdltlom‘ll.dlslmclion between the clergy and laity :mc)l[ .dcc (;n;:(zlupl("l “' ’Ttnf
and it was this traditional juridical meaning that dominated ‘unlil lhr:: lurn]gfrrl;c::m?.n()%f’
century. '

gating the laity 1o a passive role in the Church,

Towards a Theology of the Laity
The concern o construct a theology of the
century development. evoked and stimulated b

arcas. IForcmost among these was the liturgical movement begun under Pius X (Sucra
Tridentina Synodus, 1905), and carried forward authoritatively by Pius XII (Mediator Dei
1947). A rencwed awareness of the Church as the Mystical Body of Christ, fostered b};
Pius XII Mystici Corporis (1943), revitalized the Pauline and Patristic concept of the
Church as a supernatural organism composed of all the baptized united to Christ, the head
of the Body. and to cach other; a Church in which every Christian, lay and cleric alike, has
a dynamic function to fulfil as a participant in her total mission, perceived as spatio-
temporal cxtension of Christ, the mediator. .
Added to this, advances made in scriptural studics recovered the communal aspect
of the Church as the People of God, the New Israel; while sacramental theology discerned
more clearly the consequences of the sacramental character communicated in Baptism and
Confirmation, and the ecclesial dimension of all the sacraments, particularly, matrimony.
All these and related developments made a theology of the Christian lay people an urgent
quest for Catholic theology. At the pastoral level, Pius XI and Pius XII repeatedly appealed
for trained and zcalous laymen and women to participate in various apostolic cfforts and
agencics for the Christianisation of society. It is the accumulated efforts of pioncers in this
endeavour that made possible the extra-ordinary Dogmatic Constitution on the Church of
Vatican Council I, Lumen Gentium; the first conciliar document to extensively treat the
subject of the laity from the theological rather than from a canonical point of view.

laypersons in the Church is largely a 20™
y parallel advances in related doctrinal

Vatican II and the Increasing Importance of the Laity in the Church' :
The emphasis placed by the Vatican Council II on the cssential oneness of ‘thc
People of God affected the council’s understanding of the nature of the lay/cleric relation.
Whereas the two terms were previously used to identify two classes within the church, the
Fathers of Vatican II used them in a functional way. Reiterating the Pauline slagcmcm that
there is in the Church a unity of purpose but a diversity of services,® the Council spelt out
the nceessary but distinet contribution lay and cleric must mak_c.: to the succcsslul‘
achievement of the community’s twofold mission. Without strictly defining the concept ol
laity, the Council Fathers offered a typological description:

b« Al.-icllk)‘ The Structure and Competence of lﬁe Diocesan Synod (Rome, 1987), 46.
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The term “laity™ is here understood to mean all the faithful exeept those i Hol
Orders and those who belong to a religious state approved by IhL“ Church. Tha jg, the
laithful who by Baptism arc incorporated into Christ. are placed in the people of Gog,
and in their own way share the priestly. prophetic and kingly office of Christ. anq o
the best of their ability carry on the mission of the whole Christian people in the
Church and in the world.”

With this descriptive definition, Council Fathers admit that the lay ‘membeyg 0
Christ’s faithful have a definite charge in the church’s work of cvangelisation
sanctification. Not only were the equality and dignity of all Christian faithful by v
baptism highlighted:"" the common responsibility of all in the task of building
Church was also recognised. While the clergy does its part in the work of cvangel
by proclaiming the gospel on behalf of the whole church; "'
unofticially by the witness of their lives.'? In the task
salvation in Christ. the |

\PT: Africae Munus

an(
irtuc of
up the
15ation
the laity cvangelises
of dirceting the world towards i
aity involves themselves directly in the conduct of sccular affairs:
the clergy. in the main. serve this cause magisterially and pastorally. To further overcom
past cfforts 1o negate the laity and their role. the Council IFathers asscrt that the same call to
holiness is addressed to all. even if it is to be achicved by different means. "’ They also
make clear that just as there is a definite vocation to the Holy Orders, so also is therea
special calling to be layperson: and that this condition is cqually a result of the gift of the
Spirit."’

IFurther teachings of the Council on the lajt
the document “Apostolicam actuositatem”
Here. the Council Fathers outline the tripa

y and on lay apostolatc arc expressed in
the Decree on the Apostolate of Lay Peopl:
rtite aspects of lay apostolate.'” They equall
state that the Jay person’s being in the world has “a sceular quality:” which among Olhk"
things means engagement in temporal affairs, employment in secular profcssion and living
in ordinary circumstances of family and social lifc,'¢ ‘Concretely, the lay members ©
Christ’s faithful participate in the ministry of the word as parents, cducators. and &
catechists  both parochially and as missionaries, '’ They also contribute time and money ¥
every type of apostolic endeavour sponsored by their local, diocesan. nilli““"ll
communitics. Lay men and women offer Support-and advise to their bishops and pastor’
and they serve on councils where among other things, they bring to attention contempor”
problems that arc in need of a Chrigtian interpretation and resolution, ' .

All these reveal a rediscovery of the laity by the official hicrarchy of the Church’
an acknowledgement by the Chureh of the fact that it possessed a valuable resource in

- bl
Lumen Cientinn, 31

" Canon 208. Code of Canon Law, 1983
" Lumen Gentnum 19

" Lumen Gentium, 12

Y Lumen ( ientivun 32,

" Lumen Gentrgn 12,31
" AA.24.
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 oducated and politically aware me
~jnterests in .lhc sgculur society. ! One wonde
aware of this l‘%‘dl?CO\'Cl'y. and to whyt ¢
that the Council Fathers entrusieq the

“‘l‘tlbhlp. 0¥1‘c well able (g promote and defend Christian
chmlalé(; z\]\:.lgulwc\xl.c.nlllhc Iui}y of our diocese are
‘ : | m with, S()mclini “:l’dl?( 'l() clznrp ll!c important role
shy away from assuming this Fesponsibilitics, cjther (;5( ()n;, hd" lll‘c feeling that lhc lglty
championcd b)" the ( l.mrch. in our Own part of the globc-1 0? blt.t“ ,().[ lth‘c (W?,ﬂ c!crlcahsm
favours those few clitist laity that are reaping personal éains n(;:rfh:t)gg:: Z?;rrlitl:l:n:]l:;
both. g '

post Vatican I Development

m the light of the communion-ccclesiology of Vatican Council TI. the third -
millennium Church has begun to appreciate all ‘

: — \ / the more the indispensable role of the laity
in the mission of the Church and the need for incorporating the laity in the cvangelising
mission of the Church. Addressing the Counc

el ; s il of the General Sccretariat of the 1987
Synod of Bishops on Vocation and Mission of the Laity in the Church and in the World in
May 1984. John Paul II said: :

The mission of the laity, as an integral part of the salvific mission of the entire

people of God, is of fundamental importance for the life of the Church and for the

service which the %hurch herself is called to render to the world of humanity and of
i 3
temporal realities.

A brainchild of the Council, the 1983 Code of Canon Law locates the basis of

collaborative ministry of priests and lay on the common foundation of Christian baptism.
As s clearly stated in Canon 204:

Christ’s faithful are those who, since they are incorporated into Christ througb
baptism, arc constituted the pcople of God. For this reason they participate in their
own way in the priestly, prophetic and kingly office of Chri§t. They are called cach
to his or her particular condition, to exercise the mission which God entrusted to the

Church to fulfil in the world.?‘l

Among other things. this canon acknowledges that tllc‘part}cipa}ion of the lay
faithful in the threefold mission of Christ as pricst, prophet, and king finds its sourcc in the
anointing of baptism. its further-development in confirmation, an'd its rf:allls:al‘mn and
dynamic sustenance in the Holy Eucharist. Each of these dimensions ol'tm\ %})mnu\)f\
mission was reinforced and reemphasised in subsequent canons: prlcs?lly d""‘);‘;;“'“’xn(stii
836. 839): prophetic dimension (cc. 748. 759, 781); and kingly dimension (c. 228).

_ ] " g - Theological
" ) o ey, Komonchak, J. A. et al (eds.) (Bangalore: Theolog
. Georgia M. Keightley . “Laity” in The New Dictionary of Theology, Ko

_mut‘iicatinns in India, 2003), 558-564.

iy g T 15). 252-253.
- \‘ nod Consultation Document, Ex Eeclesiae Coetibus (CTS Do 563 1985), 2
C 204 par
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is along the line of these three dimensions that we seek how our laity could p,
. ~ : H - N 1 A LY
cmpowered to fulfil their legitimate role and functions i our local Churches.

OrL,

Participation in Christ’s Priestly Office . .

That Jesus is the priest par excellence is seen in the varlous.prlcstly languag, "
the New Testament used to speak about him. He is variously (.iCSCI‘le(.] as the tempje. lth
place where God dwells (John 2:21); his faith and obcdlcn.cc. .hlS sclf-giving lmi
constitute a sacrifice pleasing to God (Ephesians 5:2: 1 Corllllhlgns 5:7); the W()rd:
instituting the Fucharist include among their many references the claim that his Body an
Blood arc offered for the sanctification of the many. The author of the Letter 1 g,
llcbrews described Jesus as the great high priest who once and for all entered ingg the
heavenly temple bringing not the blood of animals but his own blood, thus achieyiy,
forgivencss and sanctification for all (cf. Hebrews 9:11-14; 10: 1-18). )

This priestly or sanctifying function of Christ is what all Christians share j,
various degrees - by virtue of their baptism. Prior to its implication for cul/tus, participatio
in Christ’s office of sanctification entails a dedication of life and activities to God, after the
manner of Him whose food is “to do the will of Him who sent me” (John 4:34). In thi
light. it is rcasonable to consider the daily works, prayers, and apostolic undertakings of

the lay persons in family. office, market, and other fields as avenues of participation in the
pricstly office of Christ in so far as these are allowed to be permeated with the Spirit of
Christ.

No where is this sanctifying function so much demanded today as within the
context of the nuclear and extended family. Brought about through the Christian marriag
covenant of a baptised maturec man and a baptised mature woman, the family is not only
the nucleus of the society, it is also “the domestic Church” (ecclesia domestica). %
Spr ca.d‘mg of the Good News, in fact, begins in this miniature Christian community of lov
and'h[c. [“_ th family. pa.rticularly, parents sharc in the office of sanctifying, by lcading® |
copjugal hlc.m the Christian Spirit and by seeing to the Christian education of thell |
;:;ﬁrycf;dgglif;lc bfsn:i/cssfez’rglto point out that famil'y prayer, in which all n')cmbCI‘f‘ 0“.’::‘
The same alsg) goée for cir;uiine ?}p]zorlllu nhlty Nk N th(? P 1jlestly {ni.mstry o) Chrl‘in.
tho Sunday C()mmu‘nily ccl;:bratin]a[‘?h l}?e m'en’lhcrs of the l‘amlly participate, a‘l lmct

{wesas, oortale cnen e ;) y C ‘JU‘C‘hdI‘ISl as well as in other Ch‘tlrch uclmut‘b‘-mc
wider scale of s})cial structures z;ndni l”tf,u"i? i fil{mly'hm.lnda‘n'ncs e cmbrﬂtbnm
oDt o Tsinrie halss. {0 e él:l. 1tu11'()115. ‘lssucs of socxz‘\l justice and commurig.c
up to their function as,sanétiﬁcr“s of the sff O[lry. ”(:-r? als“?» the lﬂau‘y are called upoﬂ_ fﬂ. L

‘o Slat el fials po g bcﬁ;r fund BeX L(l K:Ir Slm;l'dy' th:n‘("hrlsl,f:th‘th hlf% dl.SClS c
mission of all Christians - cleric as we'l'l' as l" et ity 111c,1ndlsp0_ﬂ; the
light of authentic Christian spirit vs;hich in\;a ?ybl_ t? permeate} ll]? tcxpporal Ordﬁr')wlt ign- |

‘Today, the Church nccd; ah active )r lf‘i‘ 4 Lsx pb}{ldsg.tho Henuets 9f Gools rcor’c
working within the tcmporal étl:ﬁétufeq of l}a;)%m% Off Jainl and com‘_mltrtl-ed i an!

| poral structurcs of labour, business, polities. ctc; who, comye®

,—M‘
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4ith the problcm.\‘ of .lhcu' cnvironment strong in |

Catholic social teaching, will conscientiously ang 0
R asdd § v aviese (1 : J

(hey profess in what ever fields they find the .

o 2l e s
It Christian life and well grounded in

fTectivel isti
y express the Christia 'S
mselves, ot e

Acting as citizens in the wor .

o proper ¥ sich dig\‘\.mll.d. Whether individually or socially, they will keep th
< A L]

axpactine, I (RSIE: > mou;;_}’ ll(l;L and labour (o equip themselves with a g,cnpuinc
} 3 /¢ A Thea L : > C
forction of their well.F IL\ S. lh.L){ .. should also know that it is generally the
ormed Christian conscience 1o see that the divine Iy i
» > law is

inscribed in the life of the cartl i T
ly city.... The
. y should always try to enlighte
S bt . . A y to enlighten one
another through honest discussion, preserving mutual chari s
%) charity and caring above all
for the common good.

A _spccia.l .rcsponsibility comes here to those who find themselves at the centre stage
of the socio-political theatre. As Ochiagha passionately admonishes:

Always rc.mcmber that the public arena is your own pulpit for proclaiming your
own fidelity to our collective Christian ideals and commitments. Strive to free
yourself from the dominant and attractive enslavement to wealth and power;
instead. strive to excel in the search for God?s kingdom and His rightéousness
among our people (Matthew 6:33). Not your private interest or that of your interest
groups, not even the interest of your political affiliation should be uppermost in

your agenda, but the welfare of our people.

Iiven as worshippers in the cult of the Eucharist, the lay faithful consecrate the
world itself to God. As Catholics we respond at Eucharist.>' We give thanks. Here, the lay
members of Christ’s faithful should assume their rightful functions as active participants
and not just as spectators. This they do by fulfilling those functions which the Church’s
liturgical law allows them to do; Jike singing in and with the choir; functioning as lcctqrs
and minor ministers, and where circumstances warrant, as extra-ordinary ministers for
distributing the Isucharist and sending the Fucharist to the'sick. afld the c_ldcrly. I do l:‘? \L‘L
a reason why. for instance, in a parish where the parisl? pr‘lcst is 1ncz'.paclltatu.‘qCfl‘hcrl )}h 1‘]:1:
or ill-health. well informed lay members of Christ’s fa{thit}l Sh()l‘lld an scn"l\ ln‘x «‘1‘11:‘1“{;“
the required permission to assist the priest in the distribution of comn;unmn -(rmtt«i\ilimm

What is needed is adequate catechesis to prepar® the people and prope v
theological as well as devotional of those concerned. .

The same also goes for greatcr acquaintance wnth‘lhc ‘
Church. We all are familiar with the famous maxim of l'ran%*l e
- power.” As such, no greater empowerment could be Eimw_ 1." f‘.[;(' l\Nc need to probe our
effort 1o inform themselves on the basic tenets of thel h”,t lé b a study can itself be
religious faith to know God, God’s work, and God's will for us. Such @

(undamental teachings of the

s Bacon that “knowledge 18
\eir conscious

nr . %
Gaudium et Spes, 43, no. 40

L .. Gregory Ochiagha, Events of Today: Lessons for T0
< " John Paul 11, Christifideles Laici, December 30, 1988:

morrow, 1.enten Pastoral 2002 (()rlu.ZUO?.),
148 81 (1989), n.14.
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a very positive form of prayer. The same diligence and energy spent in learning .

neeessary for our jobs, markets, products, and services can  when “’9“"9" on the higg I
practices. and grounding of our religious faith produce rare and c")m"h“,’g fruit. 1 nry
without reason that Christ admired, praised and cven commcn(.lcd lhg dlsh('mcsl Sle am
Ay . s 1d are shrewder in dealing to
for his shrewdness: for the sons of this world are shrewder in dealing with (hej, 0,;(!
generation than the sons of light” (Luke 16:8). Who knows how better oy fainhn
commitment would be, if we invest half the time 'wc devote to knowledge of Worlg
affairs in decpening our knowledge about God and His Church.

If the laity are to sanctify the temporal order, thecy must nol_ (-)nly' be wcll-inf()rmc ;

about the Church’s mythos. ethos. and cullus for their own sanctification, they myg in
addition. be in a position to challenge and oppose any charla@n that comes up wi
crroncous teachings all in the name of Jesus and of the Gospel. The charge given by the
blessed Apostle Peter: “Always be prepared to make a defensc to any onc yvho calls yoy
account for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet 3:15), is valid for the laity as it is for the clergy
And this charge still remains valid and nccessary: even when these charlatans con
disguised as priests, or even in the persons of those who are supposcd.to bf: in the cleriy
or religious state. Even in this rather strange situation that is becoming incrcasingly the
practice among us today. thc onus is on all — clergy or lay -to remember the stark warning
of St Paul 1o the Churches of Galatia: “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, shoul
preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you. let him be accursed"
(Gal 1:8).

By boldly confronting and standing against such crrors and preventing others [rom
buying into them. the laity. as individuals and as a group will be contributing their ows
quota towards the sanctification of our world. Who knows, it is the inability of the Church
in her clerics or hicrarchy, to empower the laity in this regard that makes them susceptib
to being all too casily “tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine. by
the cunning of men. by their craftiness in deceitful wiles” (Eph 4:14). Ilow many {imes
have we in our various local churches been victim to such feeble deceits? And how oflt
have we fallen prey and allowed oursclves to be led by the nose by charlatans?

1

J

Participation in Christ’s Prophetic Office

That Jesus is a prophet if not the Prophet - is among the few arcas where there B
a'lmost,a unanimous agreement among students of the New Testament. Not only wer¢
c1rcum;;lanccs surrounding his birth similar to that of Isracl’s prophets; that vcrv’hirth jtsel
was said to have taken place in fulfilment of the prophecies of old (Manll l"n'), The adut
Jesus was recognised by others in various occasions either as “a Prophet” (J(.).Iu.n 4:19)or®
“onc of the Prophets” (Matt 16:14; Mark 8:28; Luke 9:19), As fo the concrete content ?
Jesus’ pmph'cli_c office, he himself describes it in terms of * I;rcachin y good news 10 (he
poor. proclaiming release to the captives and recovering of sight 1o tlimf blind. setting ‘
j;t;cgn{gt)hosc who arc oppressed and proclaiming the acceplable year of the I,(‘>rd” (ke

.
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It is in lhiﬁ prophetic mission of Je
if there is any nl. the tripartite
iests, il is prguscl_\' here. As
\ingdom and Hl.\" ~ucccplnhlc Ve
wite missa est” ("The Mass s ¢

T Ukwutepbir .1y Empoveered Lo

SUs that we :
office of .lu}.l\‘hll-l'*h:‘\:l\\:?,“llll ‘?h"r? in by virtue of our baptism.,
a matter of fyeq lh~L _IL lzuly' huvc‘zm upper hand than
ar is much o g L pl‘nclzu.lmtmn of the dawn of God's
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(‘l_ull‘C].lf \0 il\?‘\‘l(l‘ (sl?rcad lf“‘ zm.(‘i wide those ‘_‘sccd ol the sower” (Matt 13:3). Evangclisation.
primary a8 Wi as Ongoing. 1s not able 1o INCarnate, inculturate, permes te ansmit i
social affairs. without the cooperation o collaboration of lhc‘lai{yp It i:?hz- ()rngr(:ertmh'n l?li(*)
clergy- that are C'f”‘}"* “P‘"" (0 witness to Christ in the different cir.cum‘stancyczs of thcird gail:'
lite: in the ‘a“‘_‘h . “_1 the W("'kplaCC: as well as in their different and varied support groups.l

\ SPCCI_ﬁl arca 1}131 calls for our attention is advancing the cause of the Social
Gospel. o VI the FIOOd News Qf what God has done in Christ 1o address social and
political 1ssues of our 'tupc. If there is anything that comes out loud and clear through the
pages of the gospels. it is the fact that the prophetic message of Jesus effects a salvation
that is total and concrete. Total in the sense that it concerns the whole of the person and
belonged not only to the individual. but to the entire community: and concrete in the sense
that it contains the deliverance from concrete evils and the promisc of concrete blessings.
lo be effective. the prophetic miessage that the Church, especially in her lay members. is
expected to carry should also do the same.

I'xactly how these could be achieved is contained in the social teaching of the
Church: especially in her insistence on the need to give prime of place to maintaining the
fundamental principles of personhood, solidarity, subsidiarity and common good in all her
social engagements. If the laity are to be empowered in this regard. they must be
acquainted with the relevant social teachings of the Church. These teaching are not lacking
in number today. both on the universal and local Church levels.”® What is lacking is the
absence of cﬂ'cétivc nctwork of dissemination as well as concerted clforts to l‘nll.m\" up
“such pronouncements with actions in situations of non-adherence to their prescriptions
and appeals, ™ ) .

This is where [ think that our laity should be more proaclivc.‘lflrst ;m‘d turﬁ‘nnﬁl,

there must be an organised effort to acquaint all Catholics with the positions ‘ot the C h.ll\l.\‘h‘
onrelevant social issues: and monitor their compliance with these positions in the W.IIL.K,T‘
nd programs (hat they support or promote as public office hol'dcrts‘. li\ll\]t)nﬁ‘ I::L ;’.:\nl\\ (to
e Church’s prophetic mission is to help her members, c.spccx'ull_\ ! o Lt(.qnu: frlm‘x‘lhc
[Ntegrate their faith in the workplace and to address speceilic Sltl‘llll’l‘()ll§ i; 1; \anc i
Sandpoint of Catholic belicf and social teaching. May be Sl{Ch hl“;wﬂl ul: ll:u LVl‘wclnrcd into
| hurch tenets and teachings in one’s sphere of engagement should the i

he Nigerian Nation, se¢ Bernard Ukwuegbu,

[ For,
P Mare Publishers, 1993), 100-132.
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Admittedly. witnessing to Christ today is not an casy task. It involveg regyl,
going against the current of the society in which we live. Too many destructive i“ﬂllcncr!y
sway us from accomplishing our prophetic mission. Values of contemporary Nigcna(g
culture - such as materialism, relativism. individualism, greed and the desire to Progre
the expense of others and of the common good — can imperceptibly yet definitely SWay‘u(‘?
even in the Church. These counter-Christian values, found in our culture and society, oﬁ:'
entice us to make choices contrary to the interests of our faith. To o'ffs'cl such inﬂUence:
calls for ongoing conversion of life and an enduring renewal of our (?1sc1plcship. If we g
to remain faithful to Christ. we must commit to doing what Is nccessary for g,
relationship. not only to persevere, but to remain strong. Like salmo.n that swim upstrey,
against the current and only then arc able to spawn and create new life, the Christian yy,
values his or her faith must struggle against the influences that would Icad to infidelity,”
This calls for constantly immersing ourselves into the life of the Risen Lord. Wy
he taught. how he lived, the standards and principles he valued, must be the measure fy
what we belicve. the lifestyle we lead, and the values we hold. T he more truly he is at the
centre of our lives (and at the centre of all the members of the Church), the more fruitfy

and cffective will be our prophetic witness, both individually as his disciples and
collectively as the lay members of Christ’s faithful.

Participation in Christ’s Kingly Office
That Christ is a King is an incontestable fact in the Scriptures. At his birth, we were

told that wise men from East came all the way from their homeland to inquire after “he
who has been born king of the Jews. For we have seen his star in the East, and have come
to worship him” (Matt 2:2). His entry into Jerusalem was heralded as that of a King (Mat
21:1-7). When during His trial he was asked by Pilate: “Are you the King of the Jews?
His answer, according to John the Evangelist, was simple and direct: “You say that I am
King” (18:33. 37). On His cross, stood written, in all the then known main languages of the
then world: “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (John 19:19).
The kingship of Christ, though not of this world, is visible wherever there i§ 3h€
reign of his justice, peace, love, truth and divine order in all hearts. The lay members 0
Christ faithful have an irreplaceable role in helping to foster the reign of the heart of Chris
wherever they find themselves. They contribute to the promotion of this kingdom in their
various walks of life by witnessing to the salvific truths of the gospel, something akin ©
their priestly or sanctifying role. .
In the visible manifestation of this kingdom of Christ here on carth, i.c., in
Church, the laity also have an all important role. The hub of the debate on collaborali*
ministry in the Church is actually all about how the laity could participate in the Kingly

2" Michael W. Warfel, “Fathers, Sons and Brothers: Catholic Men Transforming the World,” in United States Conference of Cathol®
Bishops, /learing Christ 5 Call: A Resource for the Formation and Spirituality of Catholic Men (Washington DC; USCCB, 200264
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lo ensure a more active participation of the laity in Church governance. ,

We must not deny the basic truism that the role of the laity has not been fully
explored in this regard; perhaps due to a wrong orientation or even a lack of understanding
of the possibilities at our disposal. What Echema observed with reference to the African
Church in general, applies to a greater degree to the Nigerian Church:

The Church in Africa has a challenge of realising the relevance and irrcplac§able
role of the lay faithful. The church is truly all of us together — pope, bishop,_ priests,
religious, and lay.... One fact which many people have alwa)fs overlooked is that it
is not priests or the religious who can bring about the self-reliance of a church. The
laity, because they are the Church, the majority among the people of God are the

only force that can decisively influence the life of the Church as a wholc.

Among the areas where the laity needs to be more proac.tive‘ is ip their mvolvcm})‘;u

¥ith the management of the Church’s temporal goods. The obligation imposed by C. 222,
L, on all the Christian faithful to help meet the financial needs of the Church ‘urls(:
'Mposes on the bishops (and to a lesser degree on all pastors) the concomitan

- —
L

2, Mimen Gentium, 37

u Himen Gentium, 33

%
M, “Autonomy of the Local Churches of Afvica,” in Journal of Inculturation Theology, 9, na. | (2007),
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responsibility to assure the faithful that such financial donations are utilised in (p, be
Possible. Granted, the diocesan bishop possesses the authority .
administration of ecclesiastical goods according to legitimate customs and Circumg, '
(C. 1276, par 1). But in doing so, he is obliged to also ensure greater fi, ;n.s
accountability and involvement by lay faithful in diocesan governance. The Chmch’snf:!
¢mpowers the laity to rightfully demand financial accountability from the clerics, includin“
even from the Bishop; who in turn are obliged to discharge their stewardship
responsibly.’! c

One wonders whether our laity are aware of the existence of the provisions of g,
canons; and how wonderful the temporal goods of the Church will be managed if
exercise their functions as provided by these canons. If no other thing, it will minimise g
high rate of financial mismanagement that we are experiencing in our local Churches
oftentimes championed by priests in collaboration with a few privileged members of
laity. All boils down to the issue of educating ourselves on our duties and responsibilities
as lay members of Christ’s faithful, instead of waiting to be told what to do by priests orby
the few privileged laity.

In fine. the participation of the lay members of Christ’s faithful in this threcfol
dimension of Christ’s office must be distinctively understood as both similar to a
different from those of the clergy with respect to the common mission and the distinctive
ministries in the one Church. Yves Congar puts it well when he writes: “Lay persons ar
members of the People of God by their state. They are Christians to the fullest extent ®
touching life in Christ, but they have no competence or only a limited competence
touching the properly ccclesial means to life in Christ. These means belong 10 the
competence of clerics.”*? To this effect, lay persons should be aware of the position aﬂ‘}
responsibilities of the priests; and should therefore cooperate with them in the discharge?
their duties, including those involved with the training and formation of the laity.

Wy
o Cgulate

Some Final Words 2
What we have laboured to say in this article is very simple. The lay members ¢
Christ’s faithful are no longer those “who also belong” 1o the Church: but those ‘.‘w/n.) u:;w
the Church. They are the community of Christ’s faithful who competently l'llnclu)n“lll]mll
temporal order but also participate in the affairs of the “ecclesial sacred space. cable
“belonging to” and “being” the Church, all spring from our common priesthood tractt
to our baptism “into Christ” (Gal 3:28), e
If there is anything that our exposition of Post-Vatican 11 ecclesi ology has rcw'ﬂund
it is this one fact: The major obstacle to the laity coming to terms with this their new lhjr
position and role is not 1o be found in the content of Church’s ecclesiology. It is rath* (he
be located in the structural inertia which retards a natural growth of the laity from

5 s o
‘ ' ' o rese?
" For mstance, ¢ 1280 requires 2 tinancial council for each Juridig person; ¢, 1287 § 1 requires certain administrators (0 P

annual repont 1o the local ordinary: and ¢. 1287 § 2 requires a report to the faithful on their free will offerings
¥ Yves Congar, Lay People w the Church (London: Geofirey Chapman, 1985), 18,
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:lulncbody to h‘lamc whcn‘lhc status qu; Lislﬂ‘(;lf:’sblitilll;g :l::imbc: th?m ll‘w comf'()r.t of having
casicr 1o stay mn the margin and apportion blames than to gc{ :235' lb‘: :)%'caus’c it is always
el Who 1‘\'“9‘“! Ma){ be those of us who are comfortable (\)A/:/ch lﬁnd l(,lkc‘lhc S}?Ots
who would preter it to continue do so ejther because they are benefiting fls status (éu?. and
thev arc content to shy away from the Tesponsibilities that a more C(%mm{)t]t lzl st
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Against this tendency of being satisfie
been our goal here to fan the flame of |a
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faitl
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y mlnlst'ry In the Church, or in our language to
ds of their state and the duties. No doubt the Post

! 11y gran d the laity a great amount of leverage in meeting
up their new roles and responsibilities in the Church. But as with cvery other thing in life,

the laity themselves must educate themselves as to their new found roles, rights and
responsibilities. _

We are very much aware that for a Church that for a very long time has been
siceped in clericalism, coming to terms with an empowered laity will not be a bed of roses.
But in spite of the many unavoidable difficulties that may be encountered in any human
situation, including when priests and laity interact in the discharge of their duties, neither
should be discouraged nor be at loggerheads with one another as they are only working for
God and for the promotion of his Kingdom on earth.*>

Are we canvassing for the laity to rise up against the clergy? Not in the least! All
We are saying is that through proper understanding of their various roles, both clergy and
laity should work hand in hand, each with his/her assigned roles, to cnhz‘mcc
tvangelisation. Fach member of the Church has a very unique role in the m%ssiqn of the
Church 1o proclaim Christ. No other person shares the exact time and space in history or
the specific circumstances in life as any one of us. No other person has the exact safl_le
talents or the exact same personality. No one person who ever has: cxptcd or \‘vho will 'c.\nst
In the futyre is cxactly like any one of us. Each of us shares Clhn'st‘ in the unique \\Id:\' tml:
only we can share him. As such, we must never discount nor diminish th.c' ur}ltllll:“lr]\;ct ::)td
oty i ly in rnging Chi (o sl prn, 1 v 5 e
Real?:i:g 1hicgl Ci;g\)/';;l cxgiiowering indeed. But more cnklpowcring s h&.‘lp.l‘ll‘% Q‘thclb

: ery. o » will be helping all of us appm.mt_g our
e he same realisation. In so doing, We W iversal call to discipleship in the
IVe mission 1o be the Church, and to answer our unive loorstep of every human
»and our common mandate to bring the Gospel to the very doorstef
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heart. In other for the local churches in Nigeria to carry out this mission effCCtivc
significant proportion of its members must be involved. And since the laity copg
greater share of the People of God, they have a greater responsibility to shap in

Church’s mission of proclaiming salvation in Christ. Too often, this responsibility hag belhc
left solely to the clergy. Our submission is that it is high time the Laity assumeg lh:;

legitimate role if we as a Church will ever make a definite impact in the world aroypg us

. yv d
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