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May 28, 2013, the.bllhonalre angl philanthropist Mr. Bill ¢ix1e-
?{I(Iendgd a Q&A session at the University of NI«:w Sf}lllilll‘ff‘f(’:';c'-:- ;
&, o the session, according to Tarik Kashaoui ; Aha et
Dur]ng - ‘ P10} (l“d A’)fl‘,”lr””l"
Nechad, a lady asked Bill Gates about Dambisa Moyo's book: el
Aid: Why Aid 1s Not Working and How There is Another Way for
sfrica. The lady drew the attention of Gates to the striking
statement by Moyo that more and more aid to Africa did not
Jleviate poverty over the course of the years, instead more aid
continued to cripple the economy and governments kept asking for
moreaid.” Inthe book, Moyo maintains that a cycle of aid giving has
resulted in nothing productive. In fact, Kasbaoui and Nechad made
it clear, based on Moyo's point, that aid has not been used to solve
immediate problems and the money is not being used to make
businesses sustainable in Africa. When this point was put to Gates,
hc;stunnm.gly responded that “Books like that are promoting evil.”
Why he said so was immediately clear to Kasbaoui and Nechad.
i”‘vaer, they interpreted Gates' response as another belief that

owcases aid as humane, virtuous and helpful to the global poor.

Ii?erlg(lztlsh%qui and Nechad's view, Gates' position on 'anti-aid
accourl]ltre IS equivalent to something evil. Thus based on the w?}mlc
recko of the Q&A session with Bill Gates, Kasbaoui and Nec m(r

0 that critical books on aid seem to make the issue 0
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Examples abound on aid to African countries, For
hints that British aid to Botswana was like 2 meuns of exploitation
because the British gave aid to Botswanas underthe condition th
would trade 60% of its diamonds to the UK. For | .
ideology of neo-liberalism has been detrimental t t
Although, it could be claimed hy donor countries to Africa that there
are cases in which aid has propelled development, for instance
China's aid to the DRC. Other examples highlight many nuance
that oxi.e_s:w foreign aid. At this juncture, it mizht be necessary to
St i oo e of Cinest i fr polical mess
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a1 Nabonga believes “donor aid has emerge

. : d as a nuance
spendency onwestern countries.™ Such is the %m%m.wwﬁ
SULIOT

W that Kabonga believes it is no “exaggeration that donor

u.:ﬂﬂf:»-a -vac, » N + v e 1 J
ST\ that is being exte nded to Third World countries, has created
s employment, demand for goods and services in richer

antries than in poorer countries, thus perpetuating
'Y adevelopment in the latter.™ From this viewpoint, receiving
LEAN ~ . .

ad hovomes & burden on LDCs that unknowingly service self-

-

erests of donor countries. Do African states know this? If they do,

TR . ® o » .
" wthevsuspicious of the aid they receive?

SN (RN

while arquing based on suspicion of donor aid, Kabonga insists that
Lenendency on donor aid is an issue still relevant in today's world.
soponents of the dependency theory have argued that dependency

on aid has impoverished developing countries. With emphasis,
{ahonga holds that there is an affinity between donor aid and
Jeoendency such that any argument that evaluates the affinity
Netween donor aid and dependency as redundant is myopic and
sreposterous in a number of ways.® With this strong view of
suspicion of donor aid by Kabonga, an African would readily view
31 as the embodiment of the dependency of African countries on
Western nations. Thus it would be that African states are
compounding their problems since they have to look up to Western
nations for solution to their multifarious problems. With these

negative views regarding foreign aid for Africa's development, is
therestill a reason African states should continue to receive aid?

WhatReal Hope does Foreign Aid

Portends for Africa's development? . .

Part of the new approach to Africa's development in the light .om
foreign aid is the issue of sovereignty. In other words, in the politics
of2id, sovereignty should be reasserted in the negotiation for id.

This i clearly an issue of practical judgement. I venture toivierto

1 K . L, s1c 7 ﬁﬁhr« O
R .rmwdsmu “Dependency Theory and Donor Aid: A Critical Analysis,” Jou f

e 2Dmen h. s s e
: E,Mw *ent Studies 46, no. 2 (August2017):1-11,at L
g,
Bid o, o

Spar//an. § PIL 2013), 262-282, ) . 4 2019)-
y ‘\vﬂago.oc%nca.\m%mwx article/112/447/262 179194 (accessed May 4
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